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THE MENTAL MEANDERINGS OF A FLORIDA PIOHEER

By Baaaie A. Williams..i'

; yoare
What myet_ries 1t ausgested of troplc beauty, of all;gatora ‘big

1, Bnakes; “of dreamy days spent in a hammook eating o ngea and

upon. fluwars~-endlesa fields of flowers and: wavingwpalmé ‘while

ing birds and eardinals, and sountleas other warblera;rilled the

ir with song. Down there llfe muat be one 1on5 serlea of 1

. 1“nicfdaya.“g; SR U ] : i

A, yﬁfather wae 8’ minister 1n Brooklyn, and in the course‘ot;aome,
‘ﬁ?ffchurcb sorrespondence with a Florida minister, he asked. about the work
o inthat sthte,;. P&thev was eager to get into a. misslonary Field, mother
“yesrned for a warm elinate, blg brother was tired -of his work An. tha.¥:=
2 Uhristlien Union office, younger broiher guffered from bronehitia ang o
Coneeded to gat away from the city. = Blg sisters and I were rec sady fo“""

::f_&ngthing that-was different. 80 when father read: ﬁr..ihackfra 8. fci
O urging him o’ ncﬂo, ubo-Floriaa favcr snrcad through the f&l ly 13f@
-g_~moaslas.@;; BB R e i g .

Foe LAt that time Harriet Beeoher Stowe, who owned 8 winter home in
___gpianderin, was writ?ng faseinatina articlen about, Florida, which were:
'-ccﬂum¥ ished in one of the largs magaz*nes.:'*heae I devoured,-along With
- nything elas” ﬁhat was written about the. ma&jc state, and be!ieved everva,,
h ng: L read. 1 knew move about Florida at the age. of eleven. "golint Omy
B @ive“gth&n 1 a5 now. m*ﬁ@r swending the m&jov partﬁ%jxty~tww yeurs im :
zlL% b e»~,';as::. R R

, ﬁother and father decldeﬂ thﬂt_ ather should gn to Florida early *n
o %aa summer to “any out the land." 8o Ffather obtained & nermit from

-?Lﬁ,gﬁbe 1i%a inaurmn se: eomﬁany to go 40 the stote in June, but the nermit :

o Abipulated that he musd ) SAVE.. Lhﬁru tate by the 30th of June or risk 108#4&

S his Ansursnas. ~That Was wbad the 1ife- iﬁaarance comp&ni@s thought of 7
hno F}av%ﬁa ejiﬂate 1n nk ss uaysea_:-:~ T

So he came dewn herb inh Ocalu aa his objective point._s In Jacka__

'EGhVill@ e v V13 $ntvaduced b0 o real entatve. man who reprasentad ‘the Qe

_ -;cantiv Formed company. of Griffing, Cardner and Case, owneras and promotora.
Cof &ﬂescaw -City, a brand new "eity™, seventy=Pive miles south of. Jackson= .
_pggl?e.- Eet no one think the nresont dey boom-time methods are- new.---«:"

jp:&ha; Were: ﬂji i umo Ain ﬂ“”6, wimh some. axtr& preassure and imagination
I;backcd on. ' . : _ _

:”be‘resuz _'ﬁhe,iharaductgs[ wag Bl "L Qe&ld was Porgotuen

of

- : =,;wther
'--c:me o G@@n*eit z
- Hevag

qé room’e ‘held & ssrvice in the hall

of tha Capwell aaugo rhare tne entlre-eemmuniﬁv
Soiete and 8l w '

'?&313(; Rk, : -.ﬁ 2

o Gentennisll dn rh ot _. o

o Vermont, E%saa@waﬁetas, Penﬂ;et?cu%; P

_ 5{&1&Lama, Virgindn, . aaowwiws-ﬁnﬂ‘mﬂv"ﬂﬂ-?TOfida t1‘

'“ifiﬂf”ckaf ;ﬂe n&@q mh@ “ea tﬁl_. ’Jﬂle of Flﬁ“fa

_'*@at;*i
sgented
_thq;;

S frascent ”1Ly, ﬁua% ﬁhat ﬁrlj ef 1aﬂd thhu }&y'betweﬁn “haglarge
_ ﬂLake Crogoont and small Laks .t¢¢1w,fore Sing Lake Lena) was o cotton
field for wany - yaarg before: swi?f‘nsi &n wrdner and Gase bough pl&ftﬂaa
- promoted it.. Loke Uresvent wng koomn in tho eld records : N
and the nine-mile’ creek ¢ cnﬂpfai 50L% with the &b. John's “EVLrj vie a'_
-~ Dunn'p Greek. . One, Lord Lunn @?;Mbﬁland, d%aaovarcﬂ ths lonke and oprs
- Aate in the gevenbesn hundreds, . Buf Lo the i ginat;va,-ﬂoetie mindﬂ
~o0f the trio assﬁfisud*be10wa thu lﬂ e formed & perfecth crescent, hence
Lhs. chang@ of name o Laks @%om@entg-g@nd the wender town of the near
~Aure HQUEPPL;J bac:m Jraaevnt ﬂify,,g ﬁ¢ t%wq]ﬁr%u rl¢f%ng wda h




< >.;

jcontact man.:the &lib, plausible talker tne man of wonderful 1ma31nation.,
“Gardner was the hard cash man who 1ooked after the accounts and wangled

i'fthe ‘noney out of the victims. ~ Case wag the poet and gentleman of- the;:
Cooogroup, o He wrote a charming little coilection of verses describing the .
*'ﬂ@ttractions of CGrescent City, and compiled & 1ittle pamphlet replete. mﬂthr%

‘fﬁf_eonnany in platting the town-- very dapper and military.  Small wonder

-"_,ﬂ@w York anﬂ was receﬂvcd at ‘home wjth Wilﬂ anthuaiasmaf-'-

-_;.}and'dreamﬂ »«-?loridaﬂ

‘pent plotures of the ideal city, whoge embryo lay between those two enchanté
ing lakea, - There was one Major Dyke, the engineer, much used by the

cothat such a quartette wove a glamorous aspell over the tender-fool p&raow,;ﬁ
~unuaed $9 the wlles of real estate salesmen. Within a few days, after.
. -brier consultation with some Jacksonville business men, father had salee»;ﬁ

“ted a lot for a home, for s church, and arranged for the future nurchos:
cof a five-acre grove lot, Just norih of the “elty."  Then he aaiied faw

Tne die wag. cast! W@ ;ers revlly noing to that 1andﬁ'fi‘y5twry

L Followed & serie Nof fa“ewell visits to relatives and riends;
a visit 0 the Centennial FExpopition in Philadelphia, where I s&w"tha_
bald eagle "Abe" that followsd the soldlers through many batiles In th@
S Civil war;  tho Butter Wamanp_ thc grest: Corliss ‘engine and beside 1% o
© tiny repliea that rosted on & man's hand and ren perfectly == these and -
many other things. In the afior years when one was prisoned in the moodeﬁ

_,,.tneﬁ@ m&de 1nt0wast19 mezaries.gk_,.p.-

. ‘ L&le 5u November began the aari@ua work of p&cking When our long}i
;d?&Wing rovn wag burned into & boxing and crating shop. It wad delighi-

- fully ‘exelting. Hother decided 4o, Take all of our possessions notwithe

.'stapding the advice o? Mp, Griffing of the Crescent City gompany, to taae; 
~nething but hoir?oome and buy light,summery furniturs in &aeksonville. e
CHr. Grlffing came 4o New York and called uocon my parents depesially upon

- peother. b@ wighed to clineh the bargain started by fauhefﬂ and agsuresd -

mother that vgry soon Grescent ‘Gity would have running wabter and ges in -
‘81l the homes, - Lake Stella, being fority foot highe; than Lake Cres «
Ceend, would supnly. tne-“ower Bo fcrce ‘water into the houges and to run -
8 gas plank.  Thig Jma, 0? eoure before the days. of elestrie lighting,
Nesdless o tell that “very doon® never game == not until this centuvv,;_-a
8Ny ways aftew we had - Sﬁ&gﬁd nattle in btown that m,a “World Viar scem
like a nﬁrsery scrawg-uut whic r@qul cd %ﬁ gﬂving us. “fyvp”watar,and

‘_-o?aaﬁra nl Ny

Just bozar@ ﬁhe packing began, ﬁbe cangregation of St. hatthew B
. chureh g&therad at our home for & farewell party, presemting father with;“j
& purse the contents of which were 1o be used for the purchase of a. ‘horese,
which animal was £0 be named Haitithew; ard the ladies of the parish ‘handkd
nother 2 case sontaining seven beautliful gliver and gold: saltcellars, one.

for each member of the ;amilJ, 80 that every. time we gat down to & meal :
e wauld be remined of dear old ht.t”atbhow g and its host of. good frienﬁs.

_ ‘Then c\ma the hour whvn the house was locked and the key hanusd
“over to the now owner. It was a DLt choky %e that moment.  We ‘spent
about a week visiting friends ond relatives, and then arrived. the day
when, with my mothoer, I bade goodsbye to o bsloved aunt and we rode down =
Broadway in one of those old Fifih Avenue stnges. - Hany, wmeny times in
he ys&?a.tkat Tollowved, when I was jogming along over s deep, gandy road

~ o in the midst of the mugtling pincs 416 I live over that farewell ride,

0 pteamer eould get Anto JackacnviAle at that time bedsuse of the impaaa

b0 me. as a'pleagant weaiinlmg plags because 1t wasn near the rall. An u&q#;

mituirﬁ on the last maﬁa of the stone, gaz:wg Lut upon that buay, rushing;
éeiigﬂb,mﬁ, Dreiblie) all s e fascinating o1 Proaduway g eaacﬁec:tazbg
reel oub from under ?he'a ase - 1ike o long shi”nerinb ?lwbd*" waﬁnféﬁﬁllyTTﬁ
dﬁsaﬁwcﬂaei whcn the aasga svwnka dnto ?ulacn etre@ta A

The P@Xt day we wil eﬂt abo ard’ hh@ Lallory sheamorg Garondolet,
: with many friends bo wieh up Godapeed, and we sailed blithely aw Ly 1ﬁw0‘“
the Little kmomi.  The laab bit of. e Tork we saw was %ha. Mrs of
- 014 ?r%nlty, Loet men in e f@ﬁnau G? 3kys awerso- e

“Our ot eaner m‘ied betw&en New Ya?k-aﬂd F@rnandin;'

. bar Rk at the mouth of the 5%, Fehn's river. = We experienced an avers.
- age anount of #seasickness. T recall that a great ooil of rops: auveals

 ;_ane nceded t0. ac M-“ittle Mdﬁtj uneﬂtipg b the rail j} Ona ef thv piam




- EBlorida from New York, there: being no reilroad from any point North that
. came a3 far south as Flcrida “He had writtten of his experience on the-

: \/,j;:_,»: 7_ Page 3

gaeﬁge“s, a. Mr. Smith 1mnressed hzm al° Jnon mxﬁ mSMuwj beeauae he 1&?6& st
pepper and made & great circumstence of patting the pepper box. One timecf“'
“he patted too vigarously, the cover came off and down went all the pepper
“4nto his soup. I was rather glad., I Alsliked pepper: very much.,
‘Later we learned that M. Smith was headed for Lake Como, & 1ittle place
“only five miles from Creacent Gitg.-. He was a very pleasant man == axcept*
“for hle pepper habliis.,  On Sunday the qaptain requested father. Lo hold
casservice in the malosn.':_ Favhee wag Inzlinoed 1o seasicknaeasg, and I
canited axgaauantly for the moment when he would ta«s ‘the Blbleg and prayer
“bhook to the floor and race Por the rall  But 1t did not come. . Ab ﬂigh*}
Vafter dinner, the negro waliers gathered outside the aaloon door:
~opome of thelr sld spiritualis in whoely own inimitadble way8 wéfh Lhatfandeﬁw;
bone of walling Tor somethlng lost ‘and mcuvne& for tha y th@ olda&imafE
*;negroaa give tu theiﬁ songg,u;3 RO -

. We left New Xark Tnursﬁay afternoan and reachea Fe?ﬂ&a&ina Aan&&J
‘}aftaraaan, haying stopped ox a brief call ab Pord Royal, B8.0., & quaint
~littie ocaketied. tGWu g_ua43ﬁ1 into &he Peraandina harbor we. &awﬁcabhag
" palmg and lons: piao traes. qtaraing 1ike grea+ golemn sen%inalag guardsug
_the cosst. Ag we sbepped ashore Lo jhe sua-floocded, ?rwﬁsd path,
o b@ﬁg*nefs awepd over me, and: grlewébuﬁ "Oh “dad dy L1tomskes o
'-hopp§°w and Pather bturned to mother,- sayiw ' “T gv@ss i% ]
not n@r° The uhild sa;s 1% mnhea her happy, L

Sl he R@Vo M Th&ﬁﬂ re @Al nls ena“min wife taoa ds to +neir aaqg;*
ftabla b me to remaln untll we could board a Srain or Dboab Lo 5&3?80ﬂ?1ii$«ﬁ
Big pbrother hed come dowa in Jsisher to get our future home started.  He -
had come by Mallory steamer, &lso. - It was the only dirsct way to reavh

1ittle bob-taliled train that ran between Fernsndina and Jacksonville; of
 how, if a pig or a cow stood on the track the train was siopped while the
" eonductor ran ahead 1o shoo ths beastleq off, = Sometimes the train ran so
slowly that the p&ﬂsenge“a {a few men)l got QFf and walkked ahead for awhile =
s waiting for the train %o catch up with them whon they tired eof walking. "
S6 fether and mother decided we had better take the steamer “Carrie,"which
might leave Fernsndins any time that night, the. ?@aving time depending upon
when she arrived from Jacksonville, when shs got unloaded and re-~loaded, . -
and whether there were enough pasgengsra ‘and packagee cf freight to mak@

1t prefiltable for an dmmediaste return to the sity. If notﬂ she would
rﬁrobably Wait until the aext m&liarg steamer cOME in! S

‘I was put to bed at eight oclock, and &b sbout two A, M. mother

- wakened o, telling me to dress gquickly- for We Were going aboard the
C®"Carvie" which was leaving some time: Juring the night. - We all walked

%o the dock, our kindly host pilot cing* along with a kerosene lantern. :
We were assigned 1o our rooms, which wére dimly lighted by some kind af
ksrogene ?amp, and I was soon agieep. ‘Some time later, I was aroused -
by the moau remarkable comdination of chugs and scrapings and snoris and*ﬁfi
grunge I sver heard. For a moment T thought the whole world was on the
rampage in a gpasm of some gort, bul my room-mate assured me it W
‘the boat pachinery we heard, for we had left the dock I looke
the port hole, the moon had come up and amparently we were saill
over anfl lmmense lawn. There was ne water visible The water on-
we salled was just an opaning in the big marsh which at high tide was
deap eaough to float tP ie verd libht drau@n% rlver boat.

In the merning a nice old mammv knocked at the door: and said
-”Honey, ylalls wants ter glt up an' have 8OMe nice breakrady, cause’ RIS
wo'y pwine be in de Sain’ Jawn's ribaer an Qeﬁ wo glis ter Jacksona~ ...

 willehn' yol! gho' wants ter mse all de sights.'  We had a nlce breakfast,

“fv ori the Hudgson river between New York and’ P@umhkeapsie,__ Iy wa@ rudenﬁ

%00, heaps of breakfasgt. And fhen we r@mai =d Jassonville -- the #leepl-
est, tiredeat, most straggling little Liim une could imagine.,  There s
were magnificaet onks on some of the strwebs:  hogs wallowing in many of ..
even the buslneps abtrests. A long iine of sh&k@y'looking deocks adorned -
the river fronit, %6 wany of which were tied salling vessels from many - -
_parts of the world. On the doeks loafed scores ob 1aughing, peanfit-eats' .
ing negroes, ﬂhouting every mimabe at the passengers to offer their ser.
viceos ag baggage sarriers or guldes, almoat always ho*&ihg the beggags to'qi
thelr heads . Ve went to uh“ Hgt%a%r Houﬁaa_a vary aa&fovmable 1&r&s *¥¥

-fbearding hous@.; =

‘Father and yon zer brcther left the next morin for Grescentéeity
.going on tne steamer "Florvence,” a fine vriver boat tha% Ain summer, ran. -5,

for us all to 80 to Crescent City on that day, hecauss there. mi%ht not -
be room—spabe Lar ug a‘l in thaﬁ tiny‘?bwn».. But WO”& camo on tae ?@b-r




turn trip of the bcat that there were two rooms at the Gapwell House thati,m
Lhe ‘8ix of us could occupy. - 80 on Thursday we. four went aboard the

o “IMorence® at 6:30 AL M, just a little atter dawn It wang a. charming

©  November. day. - We sat on the deck that none of the fascinating acenery 5,
" should eascape us.  The Indian name for the 5t. John's river was Welaka :1;.

7 tpronounced Welahkah'y, meaning a chaln of lakes, which was & most appre~

o priate name. Salling along for a few miles the river seemed %0 bave cone:

%0 an end, and apparently we were headed for a bump on: shore, when guddens .
1y the boat made a elow turn and behold! a new lake burat upon ourvision
.. Bhores lined with grdai cypress tress, magnolias, cabbage pulms and. host
S ) other low=1and trees, all draped with silvery Spanish: mogd, framad exu
S guisltely these recurring lakes.  And save for the swish of the. bo&t
~oothrough the water and the beat of the. ang$na, wo floate& through whau
:%g}saamed an{g&:endleas, breathless silanne. ‘ S

,g;;slwuw—Whan we docked for 8 few moments at’ Mandarin, I falt quite cheata&

- that” was not on the dock to greet us. Mandarin was & tiny ssitles -:?
- menb Jus% 3 few homes, and we glimpsed ‘one ‘house that: they gaid wag the

"~”Pa¢atka At the foot of Lemon streebt the boat docked. ' Lemen strest

Stowe home.  After lesving Handarin the boat made several stops at: &rap@ge
Parlk, Green COV3 Springs and goms other tiny howns, and than we reschsd =

WaE ?alatkaga Brogdway-- & grags-grown sitreet with a dPiVeWuy of deep’ san&'ﬁ

- sour orange trmez on ellher. gide, and little. narrow,foatmworn pathes for ff

" sidewalks.  There were amall shops, boarding houses and private rasidfncasﬂ
;intermingled along each: side-~~ a quaint, sgleepy 1ooking astrest, typical
‘of what one expected in Florids in these 01d days. Faclng the river were

- two large hotels, the larkin House just south of Lemon | atreet and the Pubta .
- nam House north of that siseet. . . ~Thesa wero fine hotels, ocrowded in the
“ winter season, for Palathka was at that time a popular winber resort; “fyom.:

A -

;fy-which point the famed UGclilawahn steamers ran to Silver Springs. In thoss. ?
days ne touriast felt that he had mik seen Florida who had not taken the

- Qoklawaha river trip. . The steamer's were very high and narrow, so bullt

10 wenable thenm to get through that narrow)ﬁortuoua stream, The_heaélibbt f

3.,&% might wag a gr@at pine knot" blaaing in an ircn basket.

Laaving Palatka we sailed about five milea and chkqgaat the wee

" town of Ban Matso, near which was the then famcus Har ove.- Leaving
d& .

i there we gooil turned out of the 5¢. Jorm’s and entere
‘begutiful atream as tortuous and picturseque as the Ocklawaha.  To add

's creek,

1.%0 the tropicsl. effect of the gcenery, an occasional alligator rolled off
a‘log into the water.  Or an immense water turtle plunked off his log -
o dnto the water. Again,what looked like a bumpy- log proved to be otherwise
. 'when a mog¢casin snake 11Pted his ugly head, waggled. his wongue at what ;
~.-he gensed as an enemy and wiggled off out o? sight. Nine mile oﬁﬁﬁwista”.
o ing and  turning e turning €0 every point of the compass throug Beeﬂed

an endlesgs forest, then one little turn and we wers in Laks. Crescent MK

. gtretohing eightean miles beyond us, a lovely nlacid shoet of water that
yet could lagh I tae]i into a. fury of big waves and white cang in timas of

aLorm .

One hour from the time we entered Lake Crescent we wele at he Graa-

- ecent Clty dock -- the end of our journey -- the beginning of a new, strange

1ife in a new, strange land.

Father and the two brcthera met ug at the boat and eacorted us to th_g

 Gapwsll House. The sand wes very deeép and slippy, and we seemed to go-

back elight inches for every twelve that we went forward. “Younger brother -
{ Just fifteen) having been in Grsacent City two days Telt very sophlsti-
cated, and as he walked beslde younger aslsber, who was qpite short and .

=_] :?01.;§36. plowling through the gand. &jfiisul%, 69&& to her in moet diaguatad
’*ftonaa Do walk an 1f you were used to 1% ' .

©ed a conslderable sxcitement and the popula®i

" The arriaal of a ¢arge family Jike omra inguhe little community causaif
n wag out to witness the =
proceasion. The Capwell House songisted of five bedrooms on the gecond «

. £loor, four bedwrooms and a long, wide hall on the first flcor, and a

“detacshed kitchen. ALl Florida kitchens were aetaahad from the main

. houpe in those days. Mobher, father and younger brother were given &

room on the firet floor, my %Wo slaters and I a room on the second flqor.];

3f  '?ha$ meant three im & beﬁo A claqa fié bat luxurious for pioneers.

The down stairs hall was used as & ﬁining raom. ' Hr. Gapwall, gener-;

5 ;f-al1y known ag Uncle Thomas, and his kindly wife, known as Aunt Harriet,._~
ooran the house. Uncle Thomas was ‘born in G@nnsctlcutt ‘went to Virginia

in his youth, where he met and married Aunt *arriet. In ‘the middle aevw;;
entics . they wandared down t@ Florid&, and Ln Jacksonville w@re discoverad



—

by Mp, Griffing who induced them to come to the projected town of Gres.

- eent City, bulld a house and run it as a boarding house..” Uncle Thomag
- had spent none of his youthful years in school, and could neither read =
. nor wrlte, of which he was rather proud. ~ @iven sufficient time he could
. write hls name. He had a great dread of having checks forged, 80 he neve
. ér had bank account. "This here forgin' of checks comes of eddication,
- Tain't necessary. Look at me. I got twenty thousand dollars, an' T
. aln'g $°thn0t8%gig§tion in‘ i can't forge nobody's name."  If he liked
- & person he to m 80 in vigorous style.  "Daun you, W 1y ke -
- you,” he gald to older brother. ' y y_up..illﬁ&@gp.;zlige_}_”

S -~ Aunt Harriet could read; - 8lgc their dsughter could read, and that
- accomplishment was capped by some o0ll painting in which she had receives .
1o Instruetion, and produced some quite remarkably good results. Hew .
‘speclal glft, however, was in training animals. Tweniy cats she pogsege
'86d at one time ~» a mligcellaneous lot of strictly alley catas., . The whole
o group sat up.on thelr hind legzs, mewed at a sign from her, snd were re-.
- warded with a good feeding of meat. A common old monkey she had trained
- to plek up hls tail and wipe his eyes when he wepi real bears because she -
~ 8oolded him. A medium sized alligator ahe had as & pet and kept him 4n -
- the yard. ' She even tamed & blg, hesd-sirorgman, married him and kept
o him in harness until she died. T e T T
The Capwell House hall was used as a dining room. Unecle Thomas =
o walted upen the table comfortably arrayed in shoes, trounerg, shirt and .
- “Ogspenders.’ That thefe articles of apparol had seen long servise did -
- nob in any way dlsconcert him. - He wore a long beard and was blind in .
one aeye 8o that he had to loock sidewise like a chicken, but he had a . .
nice smile, and when he placed a huge plate of hot cakes and a cup of
coffee at my place, asking "Have some Pried griddle cakes?™ I was hls .
friend forever. . 2 o T

i - When breakfast was finisghed we gallied forth to vislt the pliase

. where our future home was %o be.  The plers were down, the aills seb,
and one of the huge corner beams waz just being ralsed as we arrived., -
The detached kitchen was finlzhed.  Our lot was on the corner of Edge.
wood Avenus and Summit Ftreel «~ Edgewood becaunse the woods came up to =~
1%, and Sumnit because that street ran along on the highest pari of the
land between the twod lakes a- a bozasted elighty feet above ses level. -
We walked up through deep sand and sand spurs, a distance of about six .
blocks from the Capwell House.  There werse no streeis, just tralls 5000
through the dog femnel that grew man high. Yhere wers no houges in
gight &% fust pine woods at the sides and bask of the lot., To the
froat {south) stretched what had been a cotbon fleld, all over-growm
with dog fennel and other weeds, with a very few oaks scatiered here
and thers. It was not an ingpiring outliook. . - S

When we returned to the Capwsll House, mother called us all %o her
room and asked which we preferred v 40 e« remain in our two rooms at
the boarding houss, or sanp in the Ritchen until the house was finlshed?
The vote was unanlious for campling. 5o they went to the stores, WoEglii
bought. a cook stove, two c¢ots, tlwee chalirs, some cooking utensils, plates
cups and sauncersg. T1Thera.were bwo sLores, carrying a4 regulatfon mlacel-
laneous stock of eveything fyom brogans and shovels and stoves to sugar,
end satables generally, salico and ovoralls snd various odds and ends of
dryscods. Everything in very limited guantity, of course, and we didn't
alk about the quailiy. o -

- The followlng Monday we mowed in - The kitchen measured sixteen
by twelve feet, so when ths atove, two cots, three trunka, three chalrs
and ourpelves got in there we had 1ittle agpace left for company. But we
had company Just the same -- not ovar-night guests nor for formal dinner
parties, but munercus and frequent callers who were eager Lo gee how we -
managed Lo stow . curgleves away ln sueh small gquarters, 0

On the two cola, placed in ona corner, reposdd at night mother,.
fTather, younger brother and amyself. . My sisters put three trunks together
gomshow, piled all the ccala,shawls and whatnot on them to f11i:-in the
nollows and soften the ridgsa, and there they slept -- or sald they aiwpt
Older brother "roomed out” in some obher peraon’s kitshen. One end, or
corner, of the room was the dressing room. = When one was arraying hime.
self the rest politely looked thapther way, and then the dressed one wenb
out of doors. Really the ceremony of roblng and disrebing was brought .
to the “idriduecible minimum." »Bubt on Saturdays there had o be ar- .
rangements for the traditional Saturday bath.  ~ The ceremonles Deg%$¢5g~
shortly after the mid-day meal.  Mother, bthe two aisters and mysell . ..
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- performed during'the afternoon.  The masculine part of the family was
27 banighed, and invarlably callerg came during the houms of ablutior, Fathe
~and the two brothers would entertain them ocutside, all sitting on a log or

- the beams of the house. After awhile, older brother would weary of the

job of entertalner, knoek on ihe door and ask "Are the rlten of the after~

- .noon goneluded?™ . Then thers would be ¢4 sreat h 1 : e
: ‘ S ‘thex Logreat nurrying and soupryine 0
- to. reduce the room to order, asnd I would be delegatad{tg.Openzghé:goééﬁl'é;

. & board doorg¢-and the guests would smilingly enter. = It was resilv.
! kY & . . i B . Xn;&’a
~fun. = Afger supper, mother, father and the sistors would go to %heycgp@éﬁ”

. mell House for cholr prachise —- I guess 1t would be called that.  Then

I woent to bed and the two brothers took theip turn at the Saturday  ablue

“tdons. - When all the familiy wan safely tucked In bed, father took hia

Soooturn. - 0 Ab meal times, a wide piank vesied 8% sne 2G ' 1eh
‘ . : . 12 . - TS Bi’lﬁ ﬂn £ h@ W d ) o -
the other end on a carpenter's "horse,® As peny as eoulﬁysat°ig_§geb?m?b

. - edge of the oot with plades and cupg onm the boeard, while » Byt o
~arcund” with. plates Iin their hapds., _:?;°;?ﬁfgz'#hg.gést_'Q&Q*T"[
It was impossible £or the Capwell Homse Lo give tha tas of fie gim.

o 4 i wN8 Lapwell rouse o give the use of ite dine

- ing room for a Thanksglving service, so father held the pervice in the =
kitchen. A dozen or fiften attended, smongst them two or three chiidren.

" Boards supportsd by boxes were arrangsd for the. grownsups to sit on, while
- the ohildren were placed on the cots.  Wo sab crosselogged, Yose. on osup
- knees when the others stood and "scroonched" down during praysrs. It was

a type of gervice that very much appealed to the youngsters. Father -
used the cook stove for lectern, prayer desk and pulpit. - For a number of
weeks a tiny Sundey scheol was held in the kitchen, while the services cone
tinued t0 be held in the Capwell House hall, B A R+ R

_ ~ The matter of food was a bi%t perpmdzing to mother, for thers was no-
fresh milk, very few eggs, and no fresh vegetables excepting potatoes of
both kinda. IMost of ths meat had to coms oud of cans. Onge In a while
some one killed a besf and peddled it around, "toting" 1%t in a ecart, eutirse
1y uncoverd so that flies and. other insscis had free access Lo it. It was
any old eritter that ranged the woodas, and was 1% tough! A steak was
any small, flat plece =- 1t might come from the neck, tail or any other =
part of the heant. Venison was brought in occasionglly ~- falrly tender @
eatabls 1f carefully cosked. The pork was mighty sweet and tasty 1f cne ™
could derape any meat off the bones.  Pilney rooters went chiefly to skin =
bone and muscle ~-~ I should add also, to brain. They werse very intelli.-

- gent, keen~witted beasts.  There were flsh to be gotien from the 'lakes «- .
mullet that taded like mud, and mud filsh that felt like cotton in one's :
mouth, and seemed Ho expand and £ill the mouth &t each chew. The basg and
brin were good. Once in a while we had a green turtle, which was excel-
lent and a great treat. The only canned milk in thoge days was tha sweet-
ensed condensed milk. Nei being familiar with condensed millk, mother cream-
ed gome potatnes with 1t cne dsy, and how the family howled over that mesa.

The residents all sald 1t was imposslible to ralse vegetables in
Florida, excepiing sweet potatoas and field cordy which wasg very tough and
uaged chlefly for cattle and horaes. ¥hen very young it was used for
"roan'n yeara” by the cracker people. All the Iriash potatoes here came
from the dorth. It can s readily understood that rice and grits became
very lmporteant Liems on the bill of fare. Anxious to find something to
vary the monotony of our menu, mother inquired sbout tho csabbage of the
cabbage palm, and how 1% was preparsd for the iable. The kindly cracker =
woman who was glving the information sald, “"Put it on soon and cook it a
right smart.” A clear encugh resips 1° one understood the vernacular.

During the first few weeks of our camping the weather was charme . -

ing. Then one day the tempera®ure began to lower, and lower gome mors j

unlil we weora all ashiver apd the cook stove became g heater. We went to
bed with our clothss on and covered ourselves with wreps and anybhing else:
we could find, including newapapsrs -- anything that would help to keep us .
warm. By morning the temperature was below freezing, and 80 were we, L
Ag soon as posalble I went out of doors and discovered lce in all the tubs
~and buckets the masons were using. Breaking the ice out, I took the pleces:
- 1o the well, FPitted them together as neatly as poseible, making an lce
walk from the well to the kitcheu door. . I waa very plsased with my work,
but I would hate to depict tho expreaslion on'my brothers' fmges, or repsab -
thelr remarks when they stepped out of the door and started to the well. -

Our house'had-been—pléﬁﬁé&-wlthduﬁ'anjfchimnieé;'beééﬁée.fathef-ﬁff

- had'béen'told repeatedly that the only fires required in Florida were for

- cooking. In fact, father and mother had talked seriously of bullding & log
7 house beeauee they thought it would be cooler than any other type of build =
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. ing, I assume on account of ‘the cracks belween logs that would admit the
- breezes -« plus some millions of insects of various kinds, sizes and
~.-evil intentlons. After that night's experience, the plans were changed

~and arrangements made for bullding two large chimnles in the house, . .

o The malls reached Crescent City once a week, coming by stoamer from -
- New York to Pernandina, thence by river boats., Shortly after our arrijfe -
_“val, the "Florence” ceased coming %o Crescent City, going instead to fane =
- ford, the southeramost point in the eastern part of the ztate wherse toumrs
ists stopped. Our mail was brought from Palntka by a 1ittle boat that
- was advertised as "The new and elsgant sideswheel eleamship, Buphetia,
- plying trieweekly botween Crescent City and Palatka." - The scoffers sal
hat meant that she went down one week and tried to get back the next. .
A% is true that she did nod always return to Cresecent 01ty the game wsek &

that she left.  The “"Euphemia" had no guards on her deck, and had a tewne .
dency to caresen if mors pasgengers went on ¢ne side than on the other, -
Bo to aveld accldent, a barrel filled with sand and manned By a ‘stout nee
gro, was kRept on deck, and when pore passengers stood on one side than
the other, the.barrel was rollsd to the deserted slde. So i4 wag that
.~ we salled grandly te and from Falatka with never an accident of aliding =
“into the water, save when sone paes&n?ar.earried;wlthin him too mueh stime.
ulant {commonly knownlhere as “Red Bye"), and himeelf careened., = Malls -
wereo one week and lonper coming from New York to (rescent City.. Ab thabt .
time ('76-77), Cressont Glty was the disirlbuting point for Daytona mails, .
. forwarded from this pogt office by mulesback or two-whaeled cari.. For -
o pome time, one roached ¥g Daytona only by homeaba@k;or'in,aicarﬁover oo

rough, ¢andy trails, or by sall boab. e e T e

' On mall nights the masculins portion of the family lighted lanterns
~and went to the dock to wateh the beat coms in, for the arrival of the - 7
" boat was the special excltement of the week One night, afher we had besen
camping for aboul two weeks, older brother returned from the dock with the
newg that our furnliure had arrlved; that the warehouse wasg not large - -
enough to hold 1+; that after gettlag in the plano and a few othsr largs
pieces, the remainder was 1o be left on the boalt until the morning, when
it would be put on thse dock to remaln untll father could have it hauled
off. The next morning, work on ithe houss was psuanendsd and hhe carpern~
targ rushed to the bullding of a "lsan«toe” &t the back of the kitehen.
Much excitement filled the alrand numerous peopls cams up bo offer ade - -
vice and sghare in the exciiment. . By noon a line of twoewheeled carts .
loaded to capacity, began arviving, the stuff packed into the leansto, .
and some Yime during the nexbt day all -but {the plano and apg a few other .-
large crates were stowed away and the lean=to closed. - The things had
come by salling vessel Irom Hew York to Jacksonville and thence by river
ba&te . ' . R S

In the rush %o have the room gided up and covered, there had been
no time to have the roof ghingled, so 1% was just planked ovsr, with sons
very hospitable crachs lef'v betwsen bearda. They all sald it never
rained in Florlda in the winter seagon anyway, s¢ a regular roof was un-
necensary. Pt one day Uhe raln began to come down. Consternation
Filled tne fanlly bogom. Pather and brothers gathered together some
ghilnglesg, nalls and hammers and began ahingling the roof,  If was dark
and I was sont up Lo hold o lantzra and aowmeblaes an umbrella, for the
rain waz comling down steadily. e were up there untll after ten o'clock,
and all came down with fselings of greslt sablafagilon over a deed well . . ..
done, and went Lo sgleep..  Twe days later, mothZr hed ithe door opened .
“and to her utter disney found that the new roof had leaked. Alag . end - 7. o
‘elack! Then ensudd such & pulling oub and hanging up and all kindg of .. ¢
Cattempts to dry Lhlngs.  Case after case of bookd had besen soaked ww o7
 garpets, bedding -~ it was all gquite appalling, but one of the experiences .-
in pioneering to bhe expected. The reof was filled widh the besht of In~ 7

wanbiong, but also with Hoo many nall holes. It was the malden offors 0 -
of fatiher and the brothers in shingling. I know I held the lantern all ..
righto . . . . . » S .

_ Father had the carpentera lay bthe attle: floor as gquickly as posk - -
gible, and then all the fuwrnidurs was hoisted up and things spraad oub to
- drylt toock many o day to dry the carpets and bedding. And the books -.. '~ o
nlaga for them! To this day many of them bear the marks of the deluge that
overtool them,. : R R SECEEE A B SRR '

One nlght we were awakened from deep glumber by a rattllng and
= rumbling ana-tum«tumming_undar_th@tkitchen_f_All_kitchenacané houges were .




. ‘bullt on phers so that they stood from twelve to twenty-four inches
- from the ground). - Everybody sat up. - The lantern was turned up. Was
©77 1t an- earthquake -« robbers «~« what? The rattling and bumping went steade
< .ily on. - Father and brother pulled on their shoes, grasped, one a cane
~the other a poker, went stealthily to the door, carefully openeéd it, tipe
“:ped sllently down the steps to the ground and made one grand onslaught '
7 upon the enemy, whatever it might be. Within, we held our breaths a«
. walting the result of the attack. I had seized a frying pan -I do not =
. ¥now what the others had. Than we heard a sjout, a squeal and a burst
of laughter, looked out and there was a tiny "piney rooter" pig trotting -
off, squealing at every step. TFather had stored some potatoes near a . -
.. Tew boxes and boards under the kitchen and the small plg was simply se@- .
2 lecting his potatoes and enjoying a midnight repast when he was inber- T
“oorupbed by the crazy antics of a group of scardd humans., LT '

o . Perhaps we were more ready to be alarmed because in the next lot . =
. about & hundred feet dlstant, were camped two or three negroes who were -

- working on the house. They were altogether quiet and harmless, often
- affording us much entertainment with their banjo strumming and the ging= .

~ing of thelr welrd and walling naegro songs ag they squatbed arcund a pine
- knog fire under the garrulous pines.  We were unused t0 and unagquainted
- wlth southern negroes., - o e D

. . That little piney-rooter, that I named Piney, who had so disturbed .
our slumbers, became a valued companion. He end a gopher that made 143 .
. appearance goon after Piney cams upon the acene. Gophers in Florida '
- are Jjusd ordinary land iuritled, ten or iwelvs laches long. The turtle
I used as a pask horsge, piling pleces of wood on hig back, and he would
pad off with the load to whatever pcint I headed him for.  Piney would
gtand off, jJust looking. Then I would start off on a chase after him, =
Piney grunting and squealing end making hia litile hoofs fly, oubtruaning
me every time. When I sat down, back he would come, standing off looking
at me from under hiag long lashes, hoping for & handeout, which he usually
coaxed out of me. A tame fawn trotted about the place, a general pet, :
fearing no one. During that first year flocks of parrakeests played in
- %he trees, fllling the air with theilr raucous notes., After that first
‘ ye?r they never appearaed. Too many human beings intruded upon their dow
wain. ' = : o o

. After the floor was lald in the attic,sisters, brothers and I move
od our sleeping quarters up there, A twenty«six foot ladder rested on
2 heom of the unfloored firat sbery, and against another beam in the attic.
We became as aglle as monksys running up and down that ladder, and almoat
regrotted the sitalrcases when they were finished. Lo _

Shortly before Shristmas the floor was laild in nearly all of the
Pirst floor roons. The first flcor conpisted of of & long hall, twelve
feot wide that ran the lengih ¢? tho houss. On one side were ithe drawing
ngom . and &:Pped POCHI  on the other, & library and dining room, all opsen-

ing oo emeir ouher. Ohrlstmas Day, father held the Christmas service
in the drewling room Barly in the morning the brothers and I went into

the "hommoek” skirting Iake S4alla, and brought in armsful of lovely holly
and other greens with which %o decoraie bthe room, and the result was very
plesging and @nrladinasy. Thoss attending the service were very happy
over having a Chrilgtmas service and sang Jloyocuily wlthout any inatrument
Lo acsompany thowm.

For the Tirat time, dlnner was Lo be served in the dining room and
two gueasts had been invitsd to joln uas. The passage-way between the klie.
“ghen and dining room had wot besn builld, go two wide planks were lald from ' -
door to door, over which the fosd must be carried. Just as sverything
was ready to convey 19 the festive board, a sieady rain began. That made
‘an umbrella necesaary, so father held one over the trays of food as sisters.
carriad them in. The table was set wlth a miscellaneous collegtlion of
tinware, sllver, china, and crochkery heavy encugh to ba flred out ef a
cammon. When the repagt had reschad the dessoert atage, a heavy thunder =
and wind stora came wup. - There was no sash in the windew openlngs, nor
doors in the docrways, 80 all ithe men of the party rushed about putiing -
doorg and planks agalnsgt the openings, which kept out some of the rain. -
That was the begimning of a solid week of praln <~ in this eouatry where
they sald 1% never ralned in the winter monthe. . - L SRR

B Being the only child in the immediabe community, I was the reciple
“ent of numercus Chrisimas remembrances, but the varliety Iln those remems
brances was of necesslby vemy Limited, Yor our storea were not what would '
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‘be called emporiums, so the glfts were candy and huts and raising, raising
_-and'nutafand;candy;‘;butﬂthay carried as gracious & message as 1f they
~had been Jjewels. ) That “oliday week was unique in my personal experience..
Arrayed ‘in a"waterproof" and rubber boots, with my head stuck under the =
. kitchen, I spent most of the day houprs making love to & very preity catb
. that had come from nowhere end hnd no falth in the kindneasas of human bew
- 1Ingae I conxed: and cooed, fed and wabersed her, and at last she ene
trusted herself Lu my aras. The male human ghe looked upon as a demon .
of ecruelty, and 1t was weeks before shs succonbed $o the blandighmenta -
of fTather and brothers, who were all fond of cats, aad shenceforward she
was bthe family pe%, loining in the frolicen of Piaey, the turkle and myself,

G New families were coming in%o town and bullding homes, and we
* - dounted eleven besldes our own, reprsseniing nlne states, mostly norihern -

- and weatern, England and Bcotland. . Swall wonder that we dresmsd drsams
and gaw vislons of s metropolitan winter resorid. Amongsth thegs was a .

L U.Ss judge from Hiohlgan, who, after buillding his houso, becsus ardently

interested in plg sulfure. - The pluey-rooters, razor back hogs, half
g 11d ereatures that ranged the woods, he acquired a large nunber of, fesle

" 4ng that he was goling %o develop a new business for the etate Ln pork. .. ..
cproduchion. . Some of these hugs he keph mear hig homs, obhors i 4 large
£1leld north of town, his ldea poeming to be that change of scene would -

bo beneficial tc them, Baily we paw hlm walking along followed by a lot .
of grunting pige that he was baiting with gornm which he seatbered as he o o
walked, steadily calling, "sco-ee, goekse.” . One group would be taken .
to the field in the morning, another brought bask to the home 1ot at nrighb.
The judge's pet fear (4in which he was not alone) was a siunk, and ons R
night he was sure he was be Tollowed by one from the post effiece. ¥
Being short and porily, runfiing was a aifficuld exercise, bub that nizht
the judge made record speed. His wife hearing him panting up the si®usg -
rushed to see what btragedy wasa afoct. He tore 4into the house, unable

to spealk, siammed the door and locked 1it, Heeping, "fmell 1%, smell w000
Mrs. Judge thought he was going entlirely orazy, bub when he was finelly -
sble to say the word "Skunki” she collapsed finto a chalr in spasms of =~
laughter.  She knew it was not the habit of akunke to chase, so she
went out to see what manner of bessgt 1% was that had so terrified her
spouse, and there on the steps sat a 1ltitle puss mewing pitifully, ask-

. ing for a home and food, Needless to mention that the judge wasg nover .
gliowed to forgei hhs narrow sscape from & shkunk shower. he experi-
‘ment in pork culturse was not a auccess, Tor nd amount of fseding would

make those hogs anybhing bub razer-backs. ' T T R

In the days before telsgraph polea and railroads penebrated the -
wooda, Florida was very popular as a hiding place for thoee who had
"done those things which ought not %o done’ and feared to face the of-
Ticers of the law. Aleo, it was halled as an asylum for such personsg’: -
az had becocme unpopulay with their fanillesg--halled joyously by the fame .
1lies, thet 18, besause once in the piate it was not 20 eany Lo get ocub .
Creseont City had 1% gquota of suech persong in 1lig very earliest days,
notably, & really Tine physiclan from Canada who, from habits of alco-
hollism and kindred Aigerders,won the dlafavor of his lamlly end was eX-
iled to Florida,. He wap finely educated and wvery enteritaining, buil be-
cause of a tendency tu over-drink his cash allowance, he waa often in the
eambarragsing position of belng reguesisd 4o "move on.” Finally he

lapded in Craescent Cliy, where s "bosrled round, " guided by the gulllbile
ity of the houssholder te whon he appsaled whew wakling changed in his '
" place of abodeo. At laat he beecame a kind of nurssry governsess in effect,
in a family of many emall children, taking them oub into the wouds - for
nabure gtulles arndt plenles. 1% hanneged bust ho Iencled I rogenbled
his own daughisr who wap a child aboul my a9, and e trled Lo be very
nilce 1o me, which wns unfortunate bessuna I
»

dialiked him very much and 7o
could not forse myself to respond Lo his T i
at lnat, and we heard that ho Aled in a near-by stale. A pood many
gears later, in u northern elty, amongsb a group of ladies, I saw wiat oo
lovked like n re-incaruation in female form of ihld gang doctor. LI knew
it was the daughter whos I resembled when.ws wWers poth children. — Hompew
times the world nsema very smalil... e R R I B S R N

&

lendlinesa. He disappearad

“Along the shoves of Lake Orescent rorih of the town were seven .
or elght homes asd orangs groves, most atiractlve of which was a place ..
ealled OCakwoed, owned byfa;formefﬁﬁaﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁwaﬁﬁam&@&iﬂanﬁ“whﬁjhaﬂ;eﬁmezzsz”
Tallohassee i1 tho Tiftles, whers he was a mershant for gom& years amd -
e during the Civil war, -a% the end of which time ke had lost mosi of his -
7 money, and came o Palatka seeking orangs land. . By goma acsident of
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. property hunting, he bought a quarter section of land on Lake Orescent,
cowPullt a commodious, eracker-style house, brought his. ungegt
e € 8, er oY _ & 8. wife and youngest =
- ehild to the plase, and un&il“chided;byfhia wifefforﬁbuilding-gut'ﬁn-tha =

?gfwoods instead of near the lake, did not know that the house was beauti~
~fully situated only about one hundred feet from the water, the forest wag

. 8o dense., They had come by way of the St. Johm'm river, landing at We-
- laka and driving to Oalwjood through the woods. For sgome time Oakwood
.- wag the only post office for this reglon. it was sald of one of the

" ladles whose home'was not far from Oakwood, that when she left her former .
. heme to come to Florida, she walked through an avenue of servants (former.
. slaves) who wept at her leaving, many begging to"taken with her: .but the
. war had impoverished her family and they must be™Meft behind. - She came
.. here to.a home gonsisting of two or three log cabins, whee she brought
. Up.&a large family aldéd by one old mammy who refused to be left behind,
- 'Wheh yeara had pasased and the orange grove had matured, a comfortable home

‘ “was built on a knoll that commanded a view of the lake to the east and

/. north, . With two attractive daughtera and several Boma_the'néWthmajbe%gmé

f:faigﬁpglarfaocial centre, and the old log house period was forgotten «=
Yalmesbs o o e T T R P e

s There-were a dozen or more familles, some of them native, to the ~
wost and south of town within a radius of about ten miles.  Altogether,
there seemed to be a possibility for the formation of a pleasant social ™
group, 80 when father suggested starting a social oclub, it was taken up
with enthusiasm by all.,  The meetings started at our house before it was:
quite finlshed. There would be & vrogramme consisting of essays, recitas
tiona, songs, plano playing == sach doing his or her 1little stunt and all -
having a very pleasant time. After the programme there was a general
scciald hour, which meant chatting, playing games and such simple amusee
ments. Bub the fact was that we all had a Jolly good, and were not bored
nearly to death because theee was no show or entertainment going forward
a3 we are nov-a=days. The name of the club was the Crescent Clty So-
cial club, which soon shortened 1tself to the "C.C., Scelal.B. And the
“G.0. Soelal®™ lasted for years, finally becoming more of a dancing club
than anything c¢lse. S . : TR

.- . Father was busy all this time getting together the nuelsus of & -
parish == g migglion, that iz, in Crescent City and in San HMateo. - He
held pervices 2% Lalke Como, Welalka and at a 1itile setilement that later
become Pomona. All this necessitated the buying of s horse and cars
rlage -« that ig, he thought he was goling to buy a carriage.  Bub when
he @ald the word carrisge, the population held up its handeg in horror.
A carrkage! A carriage with four light rimmed wheels!  Imposgible.
fhege narrow rimmed wheele would eut right through the sand. This came
from natives and the new setilers from northern and southern statod.
Such unanimity of oplnion callied & hald in his plans. The horss was
purchaged, and finally father comoromised on & four-vwheeled, light weight
wagon with apring ceads. This would not be go exvensive an experiment.
©o the amazementy of tho populnss the thing did not sink through t¢ China,
That wogon wag gazasd upon with the same astonishment and awe that the
firet horseless vohicleos soused in later yeard. I% was impossible, but
there it wasg -+ Zoingl It was“Matter of weeks only when a dozen Or more
buggies and carrioges annesbed off the roadd. Y to that time, two=- .
wheeled carts, with tives siz to elght inchos wide were the only vehidlés
considered possible for this Flopida aand. If any p opn, who nay raad
these lines has never ridden in an ¢ld twoe-whesler 5, doep sandy
road, with the horze gelins &t o -jog trob, I wqmlﬁ'urgeﬁhia trying it.
The like in exorzise cannot be found by any other wmeans, and thereafter
eerthouakes will hold no herrors. . Loy R

Besides the two geonsral shores in town, in one of which was the post
offlos, there was o gaw mill, which vyan gquite steaddly, supplying lumber @
%0 many parts of ths county.  I% wad located aht the foob of Edgewood aves.

‘mue on Lake Crsgeent, fusd flve blocks waed of our home, and the hum of -
Phat mill forms the background of my nemcries through all the early yearas
of our 1ife heye. The men who owned the will was & blg, angulay man 0
from Maine, with a numerous and constanily inereasing Tamlly of unwashed
but keen witted childron. R S CoL R Rt

Bine lumber sold in thoss days fdr'frcm elght %o twelve dollars &

thoufandl Post ew. genuine heart pine beards. - Ten years £go a@larga.lugﬁﬁf
- ber concern refused o take ank order for a few thousand feed of twelve.
Ul el T | | | | e
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}ﬁingh bQ&rﬂa sacause 1t take a. year or two to £111. tha order for the hearﬁ :

" pine such ap W comman in the early days. - And the price: would ‘be one
“hundred and fifty dollars per thousand feet for rough boards. - 8o have _
'@ur pine forests been slaughtered, as much from ﬁappipg as Prom Gutt*P”og'j =

S One day the community was horrified by tha Spectar3e of a man’ leada e
“ing hilc daughter through town by & rope whlch™Btiached, to her tied: hamdsn,_,;
- The daughter had run away from homesto vielt H&r married sister, ‘and hew abu .
sence interfered with the faym and house work. It was pa's custom to har~ L
“noesp_up daughter along with 2 gow 4o ithe nlow, while another daughter guided
Plov’Cwh%¥s pa and a son Bat on the poreh smoking and observing the gocd
work that was going on. - In that family it waa not considered goofl form.
- faw for the mem to work m; by the men at any rate.. . . This same men bduils
& new homeland when 1% was finished he wrote a note to father asking him to
come snd dedicale the house.. ;,Tniq man had s clicped aar and & hrand in the
: palm of his hand. Old-bins¥d will know hat thaot meant. Also, he waE. oo
- Vghort-tempered,” and handy with the gun; 8o father wrote a polite and :
‘diplomatic noté in reply, regretting his inablility to comply with the. [ TTRE
guest because of the faet Hhet in the church organization to which he b@w_"'
longed ministers wers nobd: alloweﬁ 40, éadicata any buildings save thoge whion

were used for religious purpcoges only. - - Leter on this man dled, At the
funeral the wife and daughiers wept and ‘howied and beat the air, as was gone
‘sldered the proper thing to do by the country peocrle at that time. - Bon,

{we will call him Smmﬂon3 wae taking 1t all very guletly until a w134 eyed 7
famale, who nmade a spoclalby of .*vﬂcrml gvﬂp&%tiﬂv, aeized bhim by the cole
iay, shoved him to the brink of the grave and 1itorally. Phoﬂx him until pooe
Pameon gave vent to a wild bleat == of fright, fer that old wixer had him
pe near the edge of the grave he feared she was going to drvp himointe Rt B

I unow, bessuse I wam very near, wabching the whole performsnce,  This is
a digresshon and o lead dh@&d, fer the funaral A48 not take pLawa il we
nha& been here fﬁv aavcval vw&r@»'-- PR

- Puring Januarg &—V@”u dintroaairg aiaor&er &pnearad amongsu pear‘v o

- 221 0f the newecomers, which %le doctor called "Florida itch." Tt cert&Ln¢y~
itched, and wo 2l lcoked as if we ‘hed been sprinkled with pPeppPEr«-COrns. .
Fhat caused it was a nystery, bul most. though 14t was the result of drink.

" murface water, for ouy wolls were n@* duep,  One olﬁ negré told us, ”D@

Lo'd done somb-hit so's ter koap v a?l Yankee folls £'om thinkin'n y al

500 good, cawse hit'e shn' de itchinlest thing He ever done thunk up." ,a-,

We agreed with him as to 1ts bel ng the "itchin’est thing," but it diaap«,_“}ﬂ

peared within, about ﬁhwe@ weekg and never tecurnad._ ”*k_ : : k.-,=~

‘ When the twenty«ﬂabond 0? Wehruarv arriveﬂ the houss Was finishpd
and settieﬁ and we celebrated with a mpecial moeélng of the "C.0. Sccial.?
We had barely reached this siage of ease snd guiet when a ples came for all
who had any spare roomg to take in tourlists as boarders. From the Palatha
hotels had come geversl oxcuraiom paritles, and many of the excurslionists
wanted %o remain in Creseent Gity, bubt the Capwell House was already overs
fiowling, hence this rogussed from the CompPany thab eaeh family take in as

mERY POrsons az could be com? ortably accommsdated. 8o mother and father
declded to comply with the reguest, and we had the thrill of “keeping board« -
erg" for a few weska. mat%ew hed secured the gevrvices of an excellent cook

and her husband as regulsy: a&rvapua s= Atmt Phebe and Uncle Diek, two of the
basgt old RG%PO@R that ever-Iived. The -boarders entered into all the little -
doingd ofthe place, helping oub at dhe O.CeBoclal” meetings and at the Sun e
dny services, and one young man anslsted Iin getiing the portion of the yerd
that had been planned for a crugquet ground Iinto shape, which made possible ..
the gathering here of the young folkas of the vielnity for creguet and soviaafy_
Lility. When the boarders left I wend ocopiouvely, and I think the ras% of
the family wanted to. _ o

Here in the fSouth, any time after noon is evening; aftar six o cjamk
is night, and many wore th@ sumbarragsing times when friends casually apoke
of coming to spend the evening, and the family interpreted it to mean the
hours aflter slx. Speonding the evening in those daye alwaye meant renaining .
for supper. It took too long for a horee or mule to drag & cart through
those old sandy roads for people to indulge in short "ealls.” In the good
¢old days when you had no refrigerator because you had no ice, and every bid.
of food that was put on the tabls had to be freshly prepared and cocked on -
a wood~burning stove; and sometlmes there were no eggs, never any nliece cane
ned vegetables and meate that one wanted to offer to guests, to have an une -
oxpected group of visitors arrive called for a very robust command of facial
and conversational powers on the part of the hostess, to show proper coraisd -
weleome and pleasure, vhile in the back of her head she was taking a fapid
@urvey of food p@ssibiliti@a and d@fieieneﬂ@aa Mother was very thankful
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- for two grownsup daughtars tc whom shs csuld 1eave the entertainment sf
the pguests while she ruatled around the kitchen pantry and sterted off

the cooking activities., = Notwithstahding the 1itiie embarragpments on d |

- culinery panlics, those unanticipated, informal litile visitabiofa ware i
very enjoyable' it helped to brldge over that strangeness und dﬂstanue
@nbender@d oy dif?@?@ﬁt bQCkb?GHﬂQE, anvlrcnweﬂts and idean. jw

. All through the apring and summer, - ‘and until the churcb was finished
the services were held in our hell avery ounday morning. Chairs were
CBeb in rows, an alsle 1eft on -the 8idg. ~ A home~-made lectern and pwayer
< tabls formed the chancel ; the niano’ stood corner-wige at the head of
“obhe alsle and the chelr aat on the frond row of seats., It made a roale
.y good little chapel., = Hach one in the family had a special task be
perforn in preparation for eash pervise. Bréthers brouvght &l) the .

",;ws+raignw baeked chalrg in the house e the hall, pl&qﬂing them in prawsr

Crowz. . Hother aond slgtérs arranged’ *?Qwersg FouRger Sl%t@? BOSOmEB- .
Cnded the. ﬁiﬂ”iﬁQ on the planc, notheyr and older slshber sang in the choly.
My partienlar task was . %@”wate%“the aongregation hefors and. after gsrvice
- They were very thirsity. - Ve wers all pretiy thirsty. = One ISR AR ek U
oashed me, ap X chvea water Trom a pilver watew: pi%ch&r “’x 4% wad o pure.
nough tea pot?® - Amongst the congregaiion thers were always some of %he
eracker peoplo, men chieflym for the wonen werse very shy aboub mesting
ﬁt?ang@ra, : zh@ magarity of them had nsver aden . a plastersd wall, &pd
I saw two. of the ﬁdt whe wall and pross 1% to zee if it was harde
- Many of them Had”never looked: into sven a small mirror and Were. ot &t :
. all famlliar with thelr own appesrance. When they walked into the draws
ing room and came directly in front of the lung pler glass, thely faces
WOIre an ?ntereﬁtﬁng atudy.  Surprise, pleasura, embarragsmend, fascinaa

bion all combined in their exmresgiona. I saw one man almost bristle
when ho diss&vmrad hinself in the mirror ~- much as dogs and cats da when
Tirgt introduced %o ﬁh@mselveae . :

‘Thede aracker pe@ple.were gentle apoken aag one met them and their
naaners were gotd. - Pew of them gver failed to doff his hat when he met
a lady or & parscn. They were strictly cattle people;  ralsed some
fleld cornm, sweet potatoss, horse bananag {8 coarse banana belonging 1o
the plantin family) and a veéry few cther things. = Thoy had no milch
aows, very fTew chlekens, and &1l their llve siock depended upon what they
ricked up in the woods, Whish madoe them lean, forlorn lockling creatures
with soarcely any meat oh thelr bones.  Hosy of them were sold to Cuba,
wﬁere they were fattened Por heaf, Cuba being a fine grazing sountry.
Buch hoge as they nesspessed were used for home consumption. For years
herds of cabilo verse driven by our heme, wlith men on horseback guiding
them and cracking their whips, giving ab iﬂo goame time thelr welrd,
blood~curdling ye?ﬁm, The newa “eracker” is pupposed Lo coms fr@m the
sracking of tholr whinsg; or from the faeh that they crasked thelr own
corn, m@h*nb thelr own grlts and meal -- the women did 44, that ig.

Thelyr houses wore bullt with a hall in the centre, open at hoth ends, a
bodroon on each side, and & debashed kitehen., Ogeapsionally thers were
nore bedroomo. The slze of the fanily made no especial. difference with
the number of roomas. TFuranlhure wosg gearce, nost of the chalrs having
cows=hide bottems, When two or Lhree wen were together they sat on thelr
hoeely -- gquatbed -- ag they talked, o¥en in the gtores where there were
plenty of chniwrs. When they wore driving in thelr carts, if a woman .
was slong, che had a chalr o alt on. Almost invariably there was a man
oy boy riding astride the horse =« that is, when there were more than two
perasons aTQnN. Amonged the orackers in dhis reglion was one Connectl-
suth ﬁeawggs?aiw who hnd been all over the world. We never knew how he

- havpeasd ho land in She woods h@feﬁ m:rriea to a daughber of one of the
biggest oattle cwners in $his pardt of the state, living in regular cracke
sr giyle, One old woman Trom hw“n@ lived out In the wcodag hex daughter
married $0 & sracker man.

A fovw timos & rinQ tho ym@r sone one of ﬁhﬂ cﬂackar families wculd

give & big danse. inys there wop one. . Raybe twe men, who could saw .
on the fiddle. mquare dances, with wollievful flourishings of the legs.
and swaying of bodles, were the custom. Yhen a man desired a partusr,.
he usgually tapped the favored ene on the shouldey and sald: "I plek you
for the nex“ darse,’ I? she had alre &dy won a partner, she said,
“Thanks, I'm yic?aao  Wnen they went to & dsnoe the whole family atart-
ed off before dark mnd remalned until "sun-up” ‘the next morning. Bablea

and emall cehildren were parked on shalirs, beds, the Plooyr, or-out in the.
arhe. 412 the family doge went hos, and many o dop fight had %o bs bro

Ken up in tho c¢ourase of the night. The men shewed, asmoked, drank “red-

eye.” The women dipped snuff, many of theu adding chewing and pipe- swmok
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_jging to their acoomplishments.\; Always *here were dOgs around their prami---;
..seg, for protection and for hunting, cat:ii~ and hog driving. - When they
" drove up to a gate, they always halloced L. ..21e alighting, walting for scme
< one to appear to hold back the dogs. iPisece ma'am min' the dawg,” was

“what greeted one when a “team'" (loeal for a horase or mule and cart atopped;'

at the gate. Cne day I went to visit a little girl who lived outside of .
Coobown. Wo were walklng through the orange grove. Suddenly she said" 'Hcuse
-~ me, I'm golng behind a tree. Don't you want to go behind a tres?". Thts.
-was & new form of hoepitallity to 0. I did not quite understand. Pres-nt
1y the meaning dawned upon ne. After that I looked all aboul and: rea;izad
“that there wasg not an ou%whguae anywhereej_ Thig was not a strig@ly cra@m@r

yahomea_

‘The origin of the Florida and @aargta crackers. has b@an -3 matter i

ﬁjof 1nterest because of the fact thet, while far removed in: pass&eeiona an&
culture from the Southern aristoecracy, many of them claimed to have de-

- seendsd from the fallen aristocracy of foreign countries, coming from pen%’f{
- colonies where they wers inmprisoned for polilitilesl ressong.,  This would ax~

~plajin the very gooi festures, the intelligence and instinctive Ggod maupavsi*

ehown by many of them - nof all of then, . Thair conception of the mizns nf

Cof the earth was eimilar to thet of a caged canary - One man s&id in wmy
 Prasence . that he had been "plumb up o Geo gy, an' 1f the wor1d is as bﬁﬂ-y.
*dlother way as hit 1o thats way, hit sho® is a big place."  One of the

“weman who had married & Texas man and aaoompaniad him %o New York Gity, . tdid

heyr friends here, upon her raturn, that "When wa ‘uns got to New York all o

- .the folks wag out on tbe aosk Lo m@e% us.“

Amongst our new residente wag a very f;ne druggist, and we. aoon h&d

" an exeellent drug store, better than any that Palatka boasted gf. ~ There
was another resident who bore the title of doctor. It was well for the
‘eitizens that the druggiet was alsge s physician, though because of 1ll heaii

wag not a regular practitioner. Whon the alleged doctor prescribed what -

. would have made blue ink, as happened In one instance, the drugglst, being _

familiar with the cage, substituted the correct ingredlients. One day &

-~ man sghot hinsel? aceldentally and the bullet lodged in the fleshy part of

the leg. . Thils being & 5urgica1 ease, the dontop needed acsistencs and

) commandeered the services of older brother. ‘Armed with a plece of wirg ,
& smell chisel and a small carpenter's saw, they proceeded to relieve the

patient of the bullst, or of his leg, as the caae might requiraa" Probing :
with the wire located the bullet and, with the aid of the chisel, it was
pulled out._. Bo the BAY Was not needed. = The patlent did n@t die.v -

For many years the drugglst above referreﬁ to waa ths unpaid, .
skillful physiclan of the town, t0 whom we a1l ran when physiwal troubles
assalled, end %o whom we old eitizens owe a debt of gratitude that can
never be paid.

The firat of May brought the first rumblinge of malaria, when youlge-
er sister had & full sized c¢hill and fever. First one, then another in
the family chilled and fevered. It did not seem very seriocus until after
the Fourth of July. Porhaps the picnic that was planned for that day, bhe
£irat ever held in this region, buoyed us up. That pienic was held at
what was then called the Linscomb Place, just south of town on lLake Cres-

‘eent, a lovely spot, grass-zrows, with blg ocaks making a delightful shade.

A1l tke sountry-side atbtended, bringing baskets of lunch, which was spread
out on long tablen by & commitu@e of ladlies.  Before the call for luncheor

was given, there wag a regulmr Fourth of July programme, with an oratlion,
reading of the Declaration of Independence and-singing of national hymns.

' When the lumchecn ©all cams, hoew the cracker people fell upon the "light

_.eager to let him have a copy to take hone, but the old men said: "You know,

“bread" and ples!  The house on ths place was unoccupied, and in the large

hall thay danced - they danced al noon-time, all the afternocon and into the
night. The newcomers jolned in, but they were not able to compete with the
gracker folk, and nearly all of them wandered home by 8ix © clobk. It was
hot and dreq@fu11j ~~what younger brother salled“persgpiracious But the.
picnic had bson a great suecess. And the great climax of the day wag at
night, when a lot of Zireworks were sed off -- the first ever seen by many
of the spectators. s

The next day there came £0 the house, asking for “Parson Willianws®

the head of the cattle men in all this reglon, the chlef of the clan, so

to say. He said to my fatner, "Parson, that sho® was a fine thing
read yeaterd&y Tauld you, please ely, read hi% to me again® I ain + neve
heerd hit befo' It waz the Baclaration of Independenee,-'Father was e
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- Parson, I ain't never larned to read ‘g0 hit wculdn?t do me no good to o
‘' take hit héme."” . So fatler read it to him and he sat in rapt attention,.fﬁt
listening.  Then he rose. eolemrlyn saying, “That sho' is a fine plece, =~
- and I thank you kindly."  Beneath all his ignarance, what a fine brain e
. -the 014 man possessed to be able to apprexiate that wonderful d@cument._~ﬂ¥
i And yet, he was the leader in one of the most dastardly killings thia
. ‘region ever knew, when the climaxzx of a feud was reached scme time: b@fara;‘f
cowe gamne here, and resulied in the killirg mw'astually murderjng wen G
. peyeral men opposed to him, and one or two of his own clan. - Many ye&rs;‘ﬁ
clater, I was $0ld by the wife of the lawyer who defended this same o0ld b
. man, that her husband wes approached regarding the matter in a very cau--
o tious menner, and the Next nmoreing an-old feed bag was found on theliy baek @
~poreh, which ddhwyw ﬁ&mﬁﬁ esontained one thousand dollars in gold, “the coling :
H'amelling of aavtha.: The boarer of the tressure had Bimply hnocled wt
%%ﬁhe baek of the Jaw?er 8 repldence. and %old the servant it wag fer th@~i
?g mld man“s meanirﬂ tbe lawyar g &t Was tha re%aining *eea ;;gu e

LT &f%ar th@ P@urth af July, malaria bagan pu+ting in ita biggaﬁt a?n 5
forts, and thers”#8¥eral of us sheking with chills all the time. §ﬂ.%hﬁ§$

In these grand ofa days, mosguitoes were considered an awful nuisanc&, of
S eourse, but no ong suspected them of murderous in%amt»_. In fach, we wAaam;_
oed 831l our own mﬂsquﬂtaas, ag did all the comsunity, Por ihe old yain hape

- relwas vight here. | Dr,. Gharlaa Finlay had not then discoversd that moge |
- guitoes carry imfection. Our house wag partially screened, and we slspt 
- under mosguito. ne*ﬁa», There was a-genoral ldsa that malar*a BLro8g. from '

'Jq_*%ha grounﬂ and was . eapseia Vi harmsul after the sun went down, . Ni ght .
© . aiyr wad something to be aveided, though no oene. axplainea what could b@
,_.bre&uhe& at night @?cepting nighﬁ air.,---._ e :

LU Glder Bister, younger brother and 1 were very 111 at times '
" the quin ne -~ liguid quinine -- we had to take! The bitterest of all o
Lo bitter. th&ngs, the most pervaslve, persistent bitter the Creator ever ae«'#~
cooovised. . It was almost worse than the malarial chills and fever.  Andi
~ o the iliness wap added the more or loss distressing fact of unat&raciive:;
food thai we were obliged to eat or eat nothing. There was no fresh.
fruit, excepting a Tew tasteless psacheg; no fresh vegetables; vepry -
- few egge and no fresh milk, excepting that for cone week clder brother rode .
w0 & place mtmethling over a miie dlstant where he was able to get a:pint _‘i
oot very thin mi¢su_- That pint was uhﬁ day’'s product from one cow 'whuae
H owner ooneﬁder@d“a pretty good milsh cow. I ”be bmﬂth@rs had - tried oo
-~ have some. ehickens, dbub they all had: cheler& s 0r pone cther: ehiok&n dige
" ease, and wneit %o heaven before we had a chence to eat them. Our cook, =
- Aunt Phebe,’ pﬁa“b@ﬁ a great treat for us one dayv. = She haed uncla Dick get
a gopher or twe, and after performing verlous myater:eﬂ with the things, '
pregented us wiith some. aurtle goup. . The flavor was all right and it wag .
nourishing, but the heofs that floated sbout the plates!. Bhe had put -
21l of the ceritter tha the goup, exeepzﬁng the shell, and it was a little -
disconcerting to one's internal maebimc@

About, all of the-peaple In the community were ill much of the time
and & few were without the wherewlth o get the necessities of 1life.
I krow mother and falther were irying to he1y agveral families, The genére
al atmoasphere of the town was not what would be called hilarious. A po-
1iu@ and cheerful grpeting 1o g eitizen wos, "Mlssed your chill to-~day, I

gea.’ Pather and mother were not as 111 as the rest of us until late in
the meznon, and the perviceg ubve gontinued until Augustb. By that tine R
there wasg no uonv“ryruinn» Iweryone -wasg i??_~a sie) of ﬂorrectly»— sick.

o By the rmliddle of- Ahglﬁu father bosame véry 1ill, delirioua, and begw;“
Lliging for ice wsbtar, Tor he wae burning up wit b fever. i Any ice that was
cogotten cams frem Maine, by galiling veaaei to Palatka,- and our weekly boat - :
brought ug what had been ons hnnﬁraa poundg, in a barrel -- usually. ge&ee;:
timeg there was none to bring. A large box filled with sawdust held the =
lee. Butter and other meliablés were set on the lce by burrcwing intdé the
csawdust. - Oh, how good that lce water felt am 1% trickled down our fevered
throates!  When %here mas no ice, butier was served ﬁi‘q a spopn, evpn_if:;;

it had been hung down the weilﬂ : - R R

‘ By the end of Auga t mothcv bagnn k&ViP@ chiJTG._ One ﬁ&j 2 bOJ o
. ccame hurriedly to the door 4o ask:1f mother could go with him to' 6 h&mQPn;;;L
lake Btellas, nearly a mile distant, where he had found a lady in. convuxw-;gt

@ions,she being alone with a little pixeyear old glrl. The boy iried to
- have mother ride the horse, but ghe hed never riddan, so ahe walked to the
- house and walked back lste in the afternoon.. It was a very hot day,and. el
7”the day before she had guffered from a chill, 80 when -she returned an& h@a;{v
T s satvay who, was. auill eiiraaug, sh@ 5@&@&0?36 o hcr room and to
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For one agonizing week she lay there, ha7f unconscious. : None butf;l“
~older brother was strong enough to go-'down stairs. =~ We all. took turns,
night and day, between her room and father's, watching and trving to ease.ﬂ S
“them. - -Even our faithful aunt Phebe took her turn at nursing when ahe: T
_ could leave her kitchan work. _

ed.

s " On Sundav morning, September 9th older sister came to my bedazde i
;ﬁjto awaken me and to tell me that mother was dying. My beloved mother, el
© the 1light and life of the home, how could 1life go on wit.hou.t her? And-
s,.ahe was leavingz usf ‘

o ‘And father, poor father, who went to sleep 1n a delirium with
~‘mother sitting baside him, awoke to find her unconaclous and dying.___ ,-gj*;
" That night at nine o'clock she left.us. Oh, 1t was so lonelv,_and W311~”-*?
' “1n a gtranxe 1and. Poor, noor father! o jﬁ S

L There was no way of procuring a regular casket. so a nine box was .
. .made, and the sisfers laid mother in 1t. Interment had to_be quick_in.,-
“ those days, so the funeral took place the next afternoon,  As there ..
Lo was no buryling ground, father declded to have the grave made An’what ‘was -
40 -be the church loit, just where the chancel would be. ~ All the people e
4n the community and outside were so kind. Two young men rowed to Palat.
- ka, twenty-five miles away, hoping to find and bring back the miniater

: ho was atationed there, but, he. Was out of- the state S

iy ‘Bo, as there was no one who felt equal to doing 1t f&ther raad];*

~”'the funeral pervice. He was too weak to walk to the grave. a8 were . .
"~ algsters and I, 80 the two brothers: and the little group of friends caru R
~ried her over, and with a few words at the grave, 1a1d her away in that
un«scorched lonely church lot. :

: The next day father tried to sit at the dlning table with the o
family. Suddenly, he fell from his chair, unconscious. The brothers -

carried him to his room, laying him on the bed, and it seemed as if he -
~ %00 was going to leave us. For a week he hovered between 1ife and deakh .
" Perhaps ncne of us realized, none but older brother, how terrible it wasz

for father. The light of his life had gone, and only the thought of

his children-made it possible for him to resist the temptation to just -

%ton breathing and f011ow mother. ) Pinallv he rallied and was . able to -
e about once more. .

As cooler weathey camevin Octsber; we all began to throw off the:ﬁ_z
malarlia and to feel more vigorous.  Services were rsesumed and gradually.;;
faether took up the work again, viaiting all the missiona and starting :
cthers. _ R _ : _

-'Oldervbrother had{decided-to apnlyzfor-the position-as teach@rl:“ﬁ; 
of the tiny district school. 5o he wrote to the county superintendent =
asking when he could be given an oxnnination needed to secure the proper
cbrtificate. The supsrintendentipreplisd that as the requirements for
thiz school called for one who could read the Bible without spelling out
the words, write a legible hand and flgure as far as "vulgar fractions,®
he conasidered thal brother's letter was a sufficient guarantse of his
abllity to handle the school, so he enclosed the certificate and the po-
failticn was his.

The sechool house was a little log cabin, about sixteen: bv ten' '
feet, wlthout windows or chlmneyfhe seatn were hardlv more than boards
with a board in Trant {to serve asg deak. There was a table and chalr fo.
the teacher. The oncrlnps whieh took the place of win Wdowg, had doore
1ike ghutters to use in cass of raln.  If the weahbher wasg too cold. ﬁ&ﬁ
for comfort in the cahin, 'a ?iw@ wan. built on thﬁ gcand outside, . and.

pupils and teascher sat around 1% There was a 1amp~anﬁ a 1antern Lo
. bhe used whenevsr it was oo dark Lo ses prink, the Leas :
. Rerogene. o The punlls were. nearlr 211 cracker ﬂh i eyl
» . tle, some of them very bhrighh. - From the alphabet 4o Lis Filfth. roader
from numerals to desimals my: brother taught ~» and he wqﬂ ‘boen offered
- a professorshiv in hie college bub refused 1% begsuse he did not want
40 be a pedagogus.- uo‘*n ney - qurr01ndanhﬂ ao- 0&?.:&013 ChANES . o
The school t@rm was for' three montha,- L.Nlag' at Christmas. The schoo]
o ouai wa s g% i 70 mijﬁq from our home, out in the woodp. Wh@n it wag
nearing ool 0sLng hour eatner would harnéss up the horse and w&yon,gy

_ all got aboard and drove 'out Lo Frlrw brotier hunea Father wanted usg
 213 neay him in’ trosg d&vs T s e s e

'f Wuring tk@ aummer a verv nice housa had baan hai?t abuu',tw5€_'f5f




Blocks from our house.  The owner had bought the entirefblock,ahag it

all set to grass, shrubs and orange trees.  There was a commodious bayrn =
- with & seeond story apartment to accommodate servants. - A fine horse
and carriage soon appeared and presently the family arrived. VYe felt
very much "in town" with two homes within two blocks of us. Aftera
brief interval came a fine sall boat that could carry twenty-five passen- .
gers: Many a delightful afternoon we spent on that boat-"The lady of - - -
. the lake."  On those afternoons there was no one left;in the town but t

“:-the storekeepers and mill people, and the few negroesf\"t were here.

e Lake Crescent was the sporting place of this region. There was
. conslderable fishing and there were many row boats and. sall boats.. Often
~«-there were rowing and salling races, when the population all went down 46
.- the dock to watch and cheer the wimnner. The lake teemed with wild ducks
~+=%blue peters”-- not too good eatting though many liked them. Alligator s
- were hunted for sport and bisiness, thelr hides and teeth being in much
. demand.. -The:rest of them was used for fertilizer. ' They were very plemw
c+-t1ful in the “lake and more so in the creeks. Frequently we saw their
 heads when we were out rowing, but they were more afraifd of us than we = .
- -of them,  Haw creek, at the southeastern end of the lake wag & wonder - -
- Bpot of beauty, with its great cypress trees meeting overhead to form an =
~exquisite bower. On the shores vines rioted over tree trunks making gay
- fTestoons, and cabbage palme leaned out over the water as if keeping watch
 over the creek¥ It was still, so still that one could hear a leaf drop
. into the water. To see an Indlan peering from behind a palm tree, re-
quired but little imagination. In the late afternoon with the sky ablagze
with sunset colors of every hue and those colors dripping down into the
. shining follage and through the sllvery moss, the still water perfectly o
- reflecting the gorgeous loveliness, gave one an unearthly, exstatic feeling
of floating through ralnbows and jeweled clouds. ' §

- In wrlting of this beautiful creek, % have used the past tense.

~+ It 1s 8ti111 beautiful and thrilling, especially to those seeing 1t for
the firat time. But the ruthless axe has mercilessly slaughted countleas
numbers of those magnificent trees. '

.. Near-the mouth of the creek, there was, for a number of years, _
“the wreck of a Confedsrate boat which had been chased by a Federal gunborat
during the Civil war, scuttled and left there.  Right on the edge of town
there were graves of two Federal goldiers and two Confederates. Many and
many & btale of their ghosts was told. = Ghosts were fairly popular with
nroperty ownersk«better than dogs for scaring off marauders, they said.
There was one ghoegt haunting the hammock lands about here that carried its
head under its arm. I never saw it myself. But I did see, at each end of.
a grave on the banks of 2 gmall lake, a large ball of fire, My gallant
egcort assured me that if 1t were not for the presence of a lady he would
g0 right over to the grave and investigate. I urged him to go, but he
remained right in the safe geat beside the lady. It wag just the phos-
phorescence from decaying matter, quite explainable and normal, but seen
in the stillness of the nighﬂ@n the wooda, on a grave, with an owl t0-hooe
ing in a near-by itree, 1t was a bit halr-raising.

On the eapgt bank of Lake Crescent, about five miles from the town,
an English family had come to live Beveral}years before Crescent City was
started, attracted by the glowing accounts’ifortunes to be made in orange
culture. They had come frem Lordon, a mother, three sons and a little
dilgghter. In the wooda they builit a log house, a chicken house and a o
heree and cow shed. The gong tolled to clear & few acres of land for an
orange grove, snd to ralge a little corn and some potatoes. Food stuffs -
and other necessitles had to be Lrought from Palatka by row boat-- a dis.-
teance of nearly itwenty-Tive miles. They were educated, cultured peonle,.
one of the soms being an accompllshed muslcian, Mystery surrounded thelr
coming Into the backwoods, so far {roma post office or source of supplies -
It was Wnown that ihelr woRldly pocresslions were very small, and that there:
wad one gon living in a northern state., DBeyond that nothing was ever E
learned Hearing of the little post office at OQakwoodithe sons rowed SR
across the lake to leadn  1f they teo could walmld use that as thelr mgil.
ing and receiving office. In this way the Cakwood family became acquain w
ted with this English family, but they mede no further friends. : SR

: After a fow years had passed the mother became very ill, bui they
- were unable to have a physician for her. . Gradually her strength falled .-
- and late one night she smiled at her famlly, & sad 1little smile, and just . =
-~ 'gtopped breathing. Before this, one of the sgons had gone North, so there ..
- were Just fRgre wepre gk the two song and the little girl, the latter then

about thirteen years old. In the woods, miles away from any other human
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},%”,habitation, the two sons. could do nothing but wr&ﬁ'their mother in a
© v blanket,place her in the row. boat®Pow to Pglatka, from which: place: ',r.‘}
o they started the bOdJ on its long 3ourney to. England ‘ Silently the'iﬁf:
Lo 3Agtle #ird watched those pathetic preparations for' the carrying away .
~ . of her mother; silently: she paw the little boat slivpineg away, 1eav1ng _
L "her alone in the wilderneas, for the boat was too small to carrﬁher almo.h
. Besides,there were some chickens and a horse to be cared for. ~Away into .
. the night she sat there at the little landing place listening, listening -
S50 for the last sound of the oars dipping inte the water. Brave little . -
- girl to stay there go alone, with none buit the horse and chlickens ané = -
~woods creatures for companions, staying without a whimper or protest. .
Shée was not afraid; +the woods cveaturea would not harm her, and the o
-.‘Jhorae and chickensd were friends. Presentlv she went into the empty.?
“.houss and slept until the sun rose. ~ After attending to her simple du«
tles, she went again to the landing place looking at the distant spot
S where she had seen the last glﬂmm@r of 1ight ?rom the Iantcrn which hev oy
S brothers carrlbﬁ e , . , - : L

Fo : It WES not until dawn the next marning that the brothers returqe;g
-.~ed for it had been a long ‘distance to- row,'and it teok hours to attend<
40 81l the arvqng@mentﬂ for thelr mother, and then to have a bit of vest
' before. starb*ng on the return twlm, _ One cap imagine the ntark desclmbemg
- neas aof that yot ﬁn. S R R N e

_ Wlthin a’ snort time the brothers decided tc aend Gynbhia to the
brother up North who was married and could give her an excellent. hcmec-_,¢
Beflore she left, she spent a week or longer visiting us, while a sesm- -

sBrees. prepared a few simple dresses for her.  She was & beautiful girl, B
with soft brown, frightened eyes that reminded one of a wild fawn's: eyesug
She was Just aboubt my age, We had had some similar experlences. ﬁn '

porrow, but there geemed t0 be an insurmountable wall between us. We

were both shy; she was sad, but never wept, smiled but never laughed. -

After she. went Korth we heard very little of her excepting that she mar- .

ried when qui“e young.  The slder of the two brothers went to a northern
- eity, and thefe became a part of a 1arge plano manufacturing concern, :
- marrying a weaitnv younsg woman.

The other ‘brother remained in Greacent uitv LOP some years, dew=
. wveloping g very active business in well-boring, being the first one to .
give $he town artesian wells.,  Later he moved to a large northern city
and ~ became the cliy enginesr, married harnlly and diled not many years ago.

_ . During the season of 1877-78, father waes made a member of the _

county school board, and the board was Induced to appropriate funds for -
the bullding of a achooi house in Crescenl City, to take the place of the
little ¢ld log cabin in the woods. This was buili during the summer of -
1878, and wan ready for occupancy by October. = The schoél term was in-
oreasea to four months, and the natrons ralsed sufficient money by pri-
vate subocr%pbxon to extend it four more monthe, thus gliving us an eight
mantha'® school year. One . of the young men liviqg outeide of town ap-
plied for the distrlet four months' term, and father used his influence
to get him the appointmsent, notwithstanding the protests of a few who
sald the young man would be unable to maintain proper dlscipline.
S0 the tescher was extra severe in order to convince patronsg of his a-
bllity to keep order. I well remember one day when teacher ordered a bog
to cut a swiich From one of the treeg, mhere was great excltment among
ug, for the tqlricen-yeavs—alﬂ daughbor of the chlef objector had re-
fuged to obey the teacher. We held our breaths when he told her to com.®
%0 his desk, and she flinpantly strutted up the aisle; but when she saw
that businesa» i1ke switeh raised 1n bteacher's hand, she gasped, whirled
and fled out of that school and home fagter Than qhe ever went before,

- it caused a good slmed oW, bwn nomp¢4 1ia Guasﬁﬁe - o _

"I had not wanbed to go to achool 4o that teacher., I thought T .
knew more than he did, but father said I rmust. ~In those days when fa- .
ther sald you must, you did. Belng in poor health T was allowed to go
for half a day only, and so wag a class by myselfl. One day,: my seat- -
mate asked teacher how to do a certain example in fractiona._ He took -
the book, clucked once or twlce, then dald, “Why that g perfectly aimple-

zdd up the denominators and you have the enswer.”  "But" she aaidﬁ “how
can you add the denominators?® He clucked some more and sald, "Well, s
I don't know, but it gives thoe answer - 5C."  The mnswer was prlntea at

the end of the example. Then temcher turned to me and said: "It's just
. as your father szid in Sunday school abouf proving there is a God. - You

7 d. # o
AN I AN B %e%& cby SuEitos Pihe” ?uﬁn eneﬁel{e B %rﬁ%max» .
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T dives bélengs to nouns which they do:describe’ " It passed, and that is
“.- . the only grammer. rule I remember. = Spelliing was an oral exercise, and .
a nearly the whole school was in the class--about thirty of us. We "turned -
down," that 1s, she who was at the head of the class one day went to the
foot the next day and climbed up again. Whoever "turned down" the great- .
@8t number of times was the best speller, and held in great reanect by
thecotheras. Once I was being exeamined in ¥.$. history. The questions =

ere at the_bottom of the nppge. Teacher ggked, something about the, -
renc%:ang'lngyan warﬁ.whigﬁsf answereg.- %heg he urneggaver a mumber. of -

Pages. ~o enoush to have coversd the Reyolution, the War _of 1812 and many .
Qihe?-impO%%aB% periodge-- and asked, Wihet nekt oceurred?” . Vlooked*a;-iiﬁf
o B

and sald "Many things."™  He aid not approve and 1 recelved  low marks o
~that examinatlons At recess we. used to play ¥Hall over."  Half the

- sehool went or ane zlde of the bullding, half on the other, then the side -
that was "It" fessed the ball over, shouting the loudest we could "Hall

o aver." . The cther slde sbood with hands uwp and mouths open, and dashed . .-

 ¢o-catch the bgll. - Net a very tghilling game bubt better than sitting -
 dn the steps or on & log all the time.  Some o¢of the children were clav..
eaters, which ahowed by their distended tummied and ghastly complexions.
Glay {oelay solil} ia a. 11ttle tart and seemed to satisfy gome craving in:

thelyr gystems, caused@by;a'ﬁietjﬁf,grits”and;greagefaﬁqiscggy;b;sculﬂsé*

o+ ¥Wnen the ‘Pipst four months of school were over, clder: brother tock -
charge, and the tescher of the firet four months came right-inte sehool
o with the rest of ug. A large nunber of. grown boys and gliris came in,. .
o and ‘brother: taught anything they wanted, or were equal, to atudying.. ... ..
. Most of these grown puplls had not been able to attend any school bub - -
- the 1little old log cabin affalr, and they were eager to geb more educaw~: = .
tion than had been poaslible Tor thelr parents. Brother was hoping to. o
bulld up & high-grade school here and so was greatly pleased to have -
these older and more embltlous bovs and girls come in. - . -

. Pather took the English grammar classeqhnd later I had to take
the firat, second and third reader groups. Amcnget these were some boys
and two girls between sixzteen and elghteen years of age. The pupils in
the whole school ranged in ame from six to twenty-seven. A "lean-to" _
< room had heen added ito the back of the bullding, which we called the recie
- tation vroom and of which we were very proud. Father and I received no

pay Ffor whaet we did. It neVer.eccurred_toi%ven’think of recelvibg any
caoh compensailon, Pioneering brings ite “compfngations in the consciouse
ness of helping to bulld @p a community.  In the ploneering times the
matter of money .seems not so prominent a need. - If I remember aright,
brother recelved the munificent. salary of forty~five dollars per month.

We refer to ourseives as ploneers, and we were Lo a moderate extent. But
when one thinks back to the fiercely savage days of the firgt settlers

of this country, one hesiitates to claim the title of "ploneer." - .-

Amongat cur siudent body we heoasted Napoleon Bonanarteand Jose
phine; Julius Ceesar, Walter Scott and fndrew Jacksom. One afternoon
28 I was leaving schoel I heard a voice saying: "Mr. Williams, can't Juw
1lus Caesar stop poring makew molacees down my back?" | -

_: _ , G .

5 Our wator supply came frcm s pump outside, near the door of n

the school house. Within, was a bucket and tin dlpper, and the -boys were
expected to keen the bucket full. Seats and ﬁesksiwe%e made of heav

pine lumber, bullt Ly a loecal carpenter. A good old box stove kept is

warm in cold weather and gave the boya exercise In bringing in wood
?%ne givls.dusted the desks and geate and kept the ink wells fillad.j- :
ie@cherzd}g moﬁtﬂQf the swegping, .”Lights were “supplied by;bracketilamps L
and one hanging lamp, 211 of which we thought was very fine.  Most of the
girla and boys walked to and Ffrom genocl, walking'anywheré frem one to

Iour miles each way. - How would our panpered youth cf to-day with theilr
. buses, gymnasiums and all kinds of amusement paraphernalia -- how would

. they endure and evolute if shunted into such conditions?

. There was a town meoting~-or digtriet meetin'__bne" ' Cor L
- school house, held for the purpose of discussing sémg.sehoogig?ga?;sthfnf':xr
_t?e course of which a man whom we will call Jones,accused father.of.ﬁsingu;"
his office asg a member of the county school board' for the benefit of his -
Tamlly --brother being the teacher. - Father jumped up and said the stats. .
oment of Jones was an absolube and base falsehood; whereupa_n Jones leaped
- Torward and banged father on the head with his cane. ~ Father wag bald .. -
and the blow stunned him for a Pew minutes; then he rose and repeated = =
what he had sald before. By . thls ‘time geveral _mgﬁ_ h&.d : !?38-5.3@&- hOld of

- dones and were about o put him out, when his uncle whimpered "Don't hurt



iﬂ=J0nea.”_ Jones was a big huskv man, and evervone shouted with laughter at'ﬁ'
“that plea - The incldent caussd much- excltment, of course.:  Father was
‘dizzy from the blow, but insisted that the business of the meeting be con- -
“tinued. The next d&J a 8tring of callers came to express their 1nd1gna»_‘n
tion and to commend father for sel? montrol. Being a minister he could
not glve vent to &y wrath by word or deed. Later on thls man Jones Apolow
- glzed abjectly, and became a staunch friend, allowling no other minlstef ta
perform any clerical act in his family from makrylng him, b&DtiulnL his B
infant, and to burving him.. Joned was a prolific Fabriﬁatcr, considolc&-'
by the men of the community as a genius in prevarication, only.- thev uaed . o
~a lésg polite term. Hilg genius wws pfovcnp thuv Hafa bv +he faat that ue*fW
holieved many -of hils own liea. _ S

L The.tentative plans ma&a bv father aﬂc bwotqer for starting a ¢0mug-;ff
: nation high grade disirict schocl and boys' boarding school did not mate. -
rialize for several reasons, one. being that Tather's ministerisgl dutieqlf'“'f
were taking him anay from COrescent Ciby mora and more,. and the orange bus-
“iness was atiracilng brother very sirongly. :He mwas succeeded in the school.
by a lady from AuJanba who very: efficlently carried on for two'yeard.. m**éfﬁ
- Yeacher waso. esnacial*y interast ing %o me.because she had Shuh V*Viu MeMO= -
rlieas of the Civil ¥War perlod. AL the time of "Sherman' g marech Lo the sena,
thig lady was a child of twelve years of age, living With her mother and
snall brother at thelr Aﬁlant& home, her ?abhor ueing in. tbe_Gonfedeva te
_ agwnv RO ' .' ,'i o -1 '

The familv posaeesed a nrecious cow. and some chlckens that wave -
~rigorously guarded by the old black mammy, for there were odds. and ends of
the Union army straggling in ahead of the regular army. - They were plun-
dering any chilcken coop or any cow they could lay hands on, and manny had
many & battle over the chlekens.  She chaged them under the house, the
gtragglers trying at the - gsame Ltime to shoo them out. _The_cow_had beern
taken into thb dining room for gafe keeping. K e

One day news came that Sherman's army wag entering the city “The -
mother locked all the outside doors and took the children and mammy up -
atalrg, autjoninb_them to keep quiet.: Pregently there was a loud knock
at the front door. They all’ uenf.”,571 Then came a . lovder knock,.
and then a bang-crashlant{ il came the door, followsd by men in uniform.. e
Down the stairs slow?v came the mother, asking an explanation of the intru»;mi
aidn.  "The leader, somewhat aﬁ%hed gaid, "1 beg your pardon, fadame. .
There wags no regponse +6 my knotk and I thought the house wase veacant. s
I am General Sherman and 1 tniak-x shall have 40 use your house as my head~_~
guarters while T am in Atlanta. ~ If you have any valuables about here , o
please point them cut and T will have them removed to any place you deslire.

I cannot be responsible for what the strasgers will do." So it was ar-
ranged that certaln things should be sent to thelr country home, tc which
Genral Sherman advised they alil go. The small brother gensing a part of
the eonvergatlon marched up Lo Gen, Snerman, ghook his litile fist at him
and sald, "Don't you itouch my sister's plannaer." This belligerent com-
mand from the gmall boy dellighted the @eneral, who assured him that no
harm ahoulkcmma to the instrument. So 1t was that "Sister's planner" was
Baken to the couniry home under Wiliuufy escort, adg was the famlly, also.

This teacher ghowed ug a crochet needle that had been whittled
out of 3 ham bone during the war, and told of the coffee made from parched
sweet potatoes which they drandgl during those hord days. These and many othe.
“"tales ghe qud meling of Civil Var hlqtorv o vary vitally interesting studv.“

-Following several vears after thia ﬁtlanta teacher came a man

“teacher who was nighly certifiecated and an excellent: instructor.. Being

an inveterate chewer of tobacco, he found it necepqary to - have more: uuaniu_"
dorg aboul than was convenlent, for. while very ‘Bkillful in longadistance _
squirting of tobacco iulce, the%e wag always Lh@ danger of. a bad aim, which
might result in sericus trouble from patrons. The dilemma was solved by
hig having the enitire school room floor coversd with sawdust, thus conve?
ing the whole floor into a tobacco julce recpilicle.. And the patrons evi
dently did not obioovs ;or he. h@ld thu no 1t_on Ioh aeveﬂal vears.5 .

. The 1oc¢1 5choo= boara deveTOped a rat her nOVOI anvd easv mathoﬂyj~_-
of financing the school--easy for them, that 1s. . The teacher's salary S
wae ralsed, but in order io et that ralde, she wasg expected to get up aaﬁgﬂ_

*;entertainment that would brins in sufficisut money to cover ihe extra Day o
promised. S0 it was, no entertalnment, no ralse. Nee&leﬂq to eav that -

the - entortainmevt wag 1ways put e | -
Tn those good 0ld daye" there WS 1o barbar in tbis region._
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- ..and the boys, and many of the girls, looked as if a bowl had been placed
. on thelr heads and the hair cut around the bowl; and that 18 actually
-~ what was done. The men were obliged to go to Palatkas if they wished a
- barber's services. It took an entire day to go and come, even when
~ there was a dally boati: 80 quite often they clipped each other's hair -
S untll they discovered an Englishman, the coachman of one of the families
~-who claimed tonsorial ability. He would come to our house, for lnstance
~and "barb" the entire masculine portion of the famlly on a Sunday morn.
“ing before service. During the course of his clippings he never failed
~to solemnly remark that he had "sheared many an ‘orse in the hold coun «
~try." Sometimes their hair-cuts resembled the sheared "'orse."

lﬂTmé”*f. When planning the town, the company very wlsely set apart a po

. . : ) o™
- ~tion of the lots to be sold to’negroes only. %hls s%{ o ?

- along the shore of lLake Stella. Very soon negroes bé%an buying lots

p of land lay

and building thelr litile houses, or cabins. One blg old negre, named

| Nero White, who seemed.to dominate the rest of them, bought several lots

and memed” that part of the town "Whitesvilqu and Whitesville it is

- %his day. Later, some one sold lots to negroes on the north side of the
. lake, and that wis, and is, called "Babylon." One negro boated the -

name of General Jackson, and an o0ld mammy was Lady Washington.® In

- later years sprang up Grover Cleveland, Theodore Roogevelt and”Kurop&ik”)

kin in our midst.,  And Paris also. Paris was the communityds depene
dence for clearing Spanish mosa from over-loaded trees, for he ran about

on the limbe of trees with the ease of a squirrel. But one night Paris:

wag driving an old Ford.  Something happened~. apparently the Ford

copartook of the aglllty of its driver, and Paris was found dead, with ¢

the Ford sitting on top of him.

~ For a good many years, servants lived "in de yawd.® Father had
a little house buillt for Aunt Phebe and Uncle Dick at one side of the

- yard, and there they spent thelr time when not working, Uncle Dick

“stud'n de Bible and de lawe ob de chu'ch," Aunt Phebe mending thelr _
clothesi Unclz Dick worked out on our grove lot, his costume usually
congleting of two crocus sacks ¢ a o . -~
a log mun%hing his lunch, witﬁ %?g'gr§§%gg ﬁegﬁﬁg%gﬁb1ngW§%ne§§hBaﬁe§“
he looked more like a baboon than those I had seen in the zoo0. 'ﬁunt
Phebe wagg..one of the finest of her race, splendidly built, tall, straight,
really handsome and almogt queenly in her bearing. A wonderful cook
and the soul of honor.  She could not tell time by the cloek, but s
mlance at the sun told her when to put the food cookling, and she never
failed %0 have a meal on time. Our washerwoman was a mixture of white,
negro and Indian, and she could "put her eye" on anyone and hoodoo him.
That is what she told me. Bhe ceritainly ruled the negroes, partly be-
cause she was a “"Mother in Terael in de chu'ch" in addition to having
"de hoodoo eye." One day T heard her say to Aunt Phebe, "I ain't no
nigger. 1'se a dark complected white lady."  Aunt Phebe replied: "I
ain't a nigger, but I'se a negro." Like most of the old-time negroes,
Aunt Phebe was gquick te distingulish between a well-bred and an ili.bred
pergon. If the latter, she would say "He alin' no buckra" ~-that isg, he
was not of the "quality." The word buckrs must have been of African
origin, and 1t has gone out of use entirely amongst the present day ne-
groes. Graclier people the negroes looked upon with considerable con-
tempt, becausze they were not "gquality."  They felt even more contemnt
for gome northern peopls who tried to treat them asg social equals, and
they disliked and distrusted sgsuch folk. "Whut kin' er people is dem
Boogleses ober dars, Mlss Bessie?" “unt Phebe asked me one day. "Dey
done ask me to call on 'em. Ush! dey sho' aip' no buckra an' I don'
want no truck wid 'em.” : "

And the negroes had much reasgon to distrust such "Yankees“'aﬁj} ;
palaversd and wheedled. They were explolted by the "Carper Baggers »
anl off-shoot of & great blunder, the "Freedman's Bureau."  Thesge -
"Carpet Baggers" would to-day be called racketesra, and were responsible
for so much of the awfulness of the reconstruction period.  These grafte
ersg induced negroes to kg pay thirty dollars for "forty acres and a mule '

- profescsing to e government apenits. - The whole thing was & fraud andt.

the thirty dollars was put into the pockets of the gelf-styled agents.
Under such conditiong, every lorthernser who came here becane a state _
democrat, regardless of what his affilliations might be in general polie
tien. Uncle Dick had palid his hard earned thirty dollars to some ras-
¢al, and mournfully told that he "neber did see no fo'ty acres ner no
mule, 'cep’in by de sweat ob de brow.". . - oo :

Florida wa 'under-cafﬁét-bagffule'ﬁhén'ﬁe came here, and there
were some poor, igqg&nt,negroas-inwthe'legislature. A few years later
when our town was incorporated, the laws of the state required_thﬁt there
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: 5%ha% and older ‘orother and youngaey siqbor were the" only members of the
3familv Lo have any eontinugd illneas.  An oes asional ehill and fever. WB'

nmt.naticeda-bxe@;tﬁnw vhen ane w&s awal @W‘ub thaf di&bﬂii& @ginﬁne.~
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5 193 an& au ffaciant funda had b@an Gone

;&ributed andﬂvrcm;a@d insluding funds sei apart by clder brohhew anubhe""

T2at of tre_ﬁaﬁiiyg Lo muke the ehureh hui]diwg {oalled by th & orackoy.

‘peonle "eh wmreh-hiogae Y an ngsupred Tact. The ?ra% 4T 33
sane from one of ny 1itile Tricnds in Brookiyn. - Iﬁgigs aagaggeagjiiQAE .
pasted in the gorner of one of hor lebhers t0 me, snd ghe 14 wes who n paa'
“the builéﬁnw the Chuvsh oF tha Holy. u@nﬁart@r,- i Feb“uaﬁv 1878 the 7»w '
oo bulldling way resdy for use, and the Liret service wns hsld with.a lafae
U nitendanse. The sapr @n%OWwbu lder. ana hig brother’ ﬁﬂm“ed %w_tma ehﬁreh
lob, and when the hour for that firat gervice wag n@&rs ne- ﬂu&danlg Aviest
nouneed $o. hm@uhaw ﬁha%_ne Wa.B g@in“ $0. the fent na put O some. duds and
00me over to hear the old man - srous.®  The "old man’ wes: fathe 5 4 eu*rsa‘
- By Mareh the bu?sdiam wa0 enﬁiﬂe'g pai for, so that he aama@erat?op swra
~wice could bq helue' - The bishop of the die@eae,-*ke rostor of St. John's.
- ebuvch In Jaghonville and the restor of Sb. Yark g chursh in Palatks were
81l prezgent &hd rarileipating in the sorviee. ~I% wag an. impresaiva ug»ﬁﬁﬂ“
caglion far Croseent Ciiyv, aad the chursh waa msﬁa then erowded. No organ -
hed aa yeb been nurahaged, bubt one, Nr. LewS dha drugg st and algo muale
clan, P“Eﬁ@ﬁﬁ 2d a mgl&ﬁicns and thai wad hrﬁﬁﬂnt 30 the ahuw@h that gw@:er
nugico cowlﬂ v5VG“ C o > : :

That melodion waa breurht Ry icr avery wervﬁce for many mcntha b
brothers bringing it up in thelr Lweo wheelsd cart and returning it im-
-mediately after ths seorvige. Thare b@iﬁé byt the one church in town, -
avery one atiended regardliess o? any ovher chureh affill iwnicna,g__ “iincle
Thopas® of the Capwell House lookad ﬂ*th Pavor wpon the uvne churgh, bub
whon, severad years later, a Presbyberisn church was e¢gtablished, he was
&raatTJ dlspleasad and digturbed.  Hoeting Father on the street one ddy

no sald in mournful ton@" YT hell you, ¥r., Williams, with one’ ‘meetin’
house 4in tho vlaoce we've. nad peasn; - now, with Lwe there’ll be Hell to
pay.®  Bub thers wag not ﬂei“_ta nav,“." ho Lwe gongregations were vory
friendly and asaisgied osch obher In varioug ways.  The towmn was so tiny
that 1% could not supnord mefe uh A ong felr or church gupher in one g98a-
Bon, 80 bthe twe churchsa al% nehed, helping each other %o make thesa &f e

Talre a BUTCOsSy.

ALl tho aoslial affairs wend on plagidly. “hey includad p&rtius,
danges, the Soclial ﬁlub pastings,. and hmcyauu public debates, which lat-
war we ook guise ﬁm?‘dualy and enjoyed fmmennely. My gisters vwero favore

a4

od with nuch athoniticon from the galland 3WL<H} of the viciniiy and near-

[ AN
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by nebilemenby. She Foung :nﬂy % gonfided Lo yo u&bur gioter, when they .
wera oub Ariving thnd he hed o "nonoyTul £6 @ang Apmarently she re. - .

selved this sasdhirine anmoungensnd in an "lceyiul" manner, for this sahe
croung man drove into town on o honeymoon brin wiﬁh  dour looking but de-
vobed bride not o0 long afher his beneyful 1c“”‘hg@ for pigher..

Older nisher annouwnsed her enmagement to. one of the lecal. swains

L during the ‘fﬂ Ief 'TR, and ?.‘v m'uJ‘?"'l t’,“vl?@c?j‘gmd horrified, - Hoprifjed

- hessuge it nenn v Tawlly, but. thrilled with a kind of vie
carioup dmporitanco. I geenmcd realy sulbe wonderful %o have an engaged

aipteor,

[}

Sister plannsd t0 be marrl 9ﬁ in Feavua%y 783 go immedlately after
Chriptmas, preparations fopr ¥ er yory nodest b:,asﬁvu bopan by her sondlng
to & Friend in Brooklyn in@?ﬂuetiona and recudPie ™ or_ﬁh@_pu?chase of the
vherewlith fopr the oubtfils. haenAdwo weoks veuuired Tor a letber-to Zo
and an angswer %o relurn hed pasgsed and no vord eane frog the friend, pife.
. %er begcawe panieky, and qert 5 haziy note ho -Jb_fﬁiand enguiring about
© %he letber and chesk.  The f?ﬂ@ﬂd wired that she had reselved nobthéng.
The mesnage had to be wir@d 4o Palstka, then mailed o Orescent Ciby, 80
it was two days or. longar, rsachinu alater. Another lebter and e&aek N
wero fqanzic&lly dispatehed, and the family Gongmlinblv told pigber ﬁhah e
one %raueaau noe wedding:. bud she deslared the E_ e would hot pOBuponi the -
2 wedéing {F sho had o wear a “dother Hubbard, beeausa 2 paatpoiem?nt
 gould mean bad luck. Pinaliy the bhings &il asrrived, and both slaters.
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 sewed early,and'late_,;forﬂtheréfwas.butfbne”{allegéd)fdfeasméﬁéflﬁéré;ff_f
- -and she was occupled in making gowns for sister's rrospective mother-in. i

law. Since our beloved mother's death we had all worn bhlack as wag the -

 eustom then, so both younger sister and I required new dren - S
c¢ould not have a.blacK wedding., It wag a rgshing time, bu%e§ﬁ9£0€h29 |

i9th of Februsry came older gister's lovely silver gra oW, ) s

- ready, and when she donnhed her white chip hat, trimﬁedyw?thnsgigei}érav e

- satin ribbon and pink roses, T thought she was ae fine looking as anv:?..ﬂl

prince need wish hla bride to appear, and T wag inclined to "high hat"

gge ?ridggroom -~ only we did not "high hat" in those days, we fustput
airs. R ’ D A

_ . Th@._ ceremony. tOOk_-.place- at four o'clock at the chur'd 1. -
,,hadatotad up the melodion, and te the not- too melodious.notaé}of'tﬁz¢z§zgg;_
what bronchial ingtrument, we all marched up the ailsle, and father read
-~ the golemn and beautiful marriage service, which;meantﬂﬁhe'begighiﬁﬁag§ fLap
a long married life for sister, and the second brealk in'our_familyieﬁ'f""
All the populstion was present at the ceremony, and after the ..
Pamily wedding supper, 1t .again gathered to congratulate and felicitate - .
the brlde and groom. . - he honeymoon trin was as fap ag 8t. Augustine,
That was the "proper caper" in those days«~ to go to St, Augustine for a
honeymoon trip. = They returned at the end of a week, their home bheing at
Oakwood~~mentioned In a previous paragraph. o ST, IOWE beihe ek

v Golng to Sﬁ;fAuguétine at:that.periodl&gé'a mof" -?"ﬁ'i:rfiff45ffb
ney than going to New Yodrk at the presgent time. 74 was?ﬂggéggggﬁstQQEQQ:eﬁ

- the boat to Palatka which consumed the better part of one morning.  §Pies

Often a stop over at Palatka for one night was required, then a trip to &
West Tocol on a river boat landed pagsengers near a small ferry boat that
croggsed the river to fm East Tocoli. This ferry boat was necessary be.
cause the dock at East Tocel was so small a river boat could not tie uv

o 1t. ATter debarking from the ferry boat, a tiny train was discerned
resting on its tracks, orﬁﬁﬁbrting up and down in fusgy preparation for
the Journey eastward. . This train consisted of a little "dummy" ‘engine,
something that seemed a cross between a freight car and a toy wagon, and
one dilminutlve passenger car.. From the St. John's river to St. Augus. .
tine is a distance of about twentykfive miles, as the train went, chugs"
ging through the woods, consuming from one and a half to two hours in =
getting to St. Augustine, or longer if it wase necessary to stop once or
twice to refill the fuel box. A

The St. Augustine station was ouitside the town, and passengers
were driven into the town in rather shackly hacks. Entering that litle
city, one felt as if he had been wafted into Spain. Almost without ex-
ceptlon the names on the shons were Bpanish, and the residents looksd
and spoks Spanlsh. One can but regret that when Mr. Flacler erected his
beautiful hotels and other bulldineg, he did not just restore the few
rulng and build his modern Spanish town outelide the old city gates.

When asisier presented me with a piece about fifteen months after
that honeymoon trip, L was 8o fllled with pride | 4,5 in gan%er of burste -
1
H

ing like an over-blown geoap buddle. I mention my UNiece or:so she
seemed to me. The fact that she was sister's daughter was a matter of
minor Impmortance. Beins, the yvoungest in my family T was not well vepsed
in the care of infante. Dut there were some general rules of health I o
knew I undersitocd, one of them belins that eating between meals was very
harnful to one's digestive apparatug. While ¥ was visiting sister when
liece was three days old, T was horrified to see the nurse hand Niece

© to her mother to feed. I repregsed any desire to volce my dlsapproval e
untll I returned home, and then T bscame vociferous, egpressing my dige..
approbation of, and astonlshment at, sister's carelessness of the welfars
of the internal arrangements of my Wliece. Asg T sald to father, slster
wag not brourzht un that way hevself, My father exploded into peal - =
after peal of laughter. Finally when he was able to calm himself, he eox~
plained that infants required different treatment from older folk, and =
asaured ne that sister knew how to care fTor her baby, and I need worry .
no more. I honed he knew whst he was talking about, but I stlll had .
qualms as to sister’s ability to cope with anything so Amportant as my . .
Niece's insldes. ¥n the course of time came other nleces and nephews
; - though I w not. on.hand to direct their cgar i
ggﬁ 333@egftﬁhgﬁrﬁﬁﬁweginwéggﬁﬁﬁca 3%5 manhood " g he g joy_an& cquqr”f;ay?
as sons and daughters, nleces and nevhews. S : - R et
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As sister's wedding was the first to be held in-che piécoﬁdl'churchﬁ7 o

i go was that of the daughter of the Presbyterian pastor, the first km

" held in the Presbyterian church. The whole community attended that wed-

77;d1nm glso,and after the ceremony, the bride and groom received the con.

S gratulations of the entire citizenty. The elders of the church felt
privileged not only to congratulate but also to kiss the bride. Homeoof
~ the bretheren were not too kissable, being addicted to beards and tobace
-¢o chewlng. One onlooker, commenting upon the csculatory tendencies of
“the elders, remarked, "If I were in the bride's place, I would present
-my filst instead of my lips."

. - Another wedding T recall was held at a small hotel, when two buck«
. .pome Tlower girls scattered large bunches of hydrangea on the  floor

. in front of the bride. Over these she had to climb, and her voyage to. .
“ the wedding bower was a& perilous one, for these hard bunches of blossom
“pounced around and became entangled in her train. She finally arrived

ﬁ?_aafely, end the return trip was made easler when a sympathetlc observer

. peversed his cane and with two or three comprehensive swipes, rolled
" the troublesome blossoms off the line of parade. ey

In the very early elghtles came a new family to town, whoihad*bougkj*’
a small house and lot "unsight, unseen."  They came from Palatka on the
little boat "Comet," arriving at nine o'clock at night. They had ez~
pected to stop at an hotel, but there was none here at that time, 80
they were directed to their prospective home and, plodding through the
dark, unlighted, sandy road, arrived to find that there was noc kind of
1lighting arrangement in the house. The father of the family went to I
the 1ittle near-by store and succeeded in getting two tallow candles.
But where and how could they eat? They hed not thought 1t necessary to
eat before leaving Palatka. Finally, at the same little store that had
spuppllied the candles, they were able to get one can of asoft,greasy corne
ed beef and some stale ginger snansg, which they ate by the light..of the
candlesg in that stuffy house, in a sirange land. Tt was warm and the
houge had been closed for many weeks, A royal banquet indeed for those
weary travellers from Hew EBngland, dnprepared for the crudities of this
little backwoods place. - As they were walking to thelr new home, they
engountered cows and plgs amblinm about lelsurely, eyelng them wlth mild
curicsity, but not bothering to get oyt of the way. Perhaps it was one
of these ladies who, walking along. in'the darkness,stimbled agalnst
somethingpnd suddenly found hersslf agtride one &f these cows~~ amiable
creatureg, but not ideal for riding. @ : ' o

This family consisted of father, mother and daughter -- & young .
lady. Very exclting and dellghitful it was to have a new young lady cone
to town, and the gallant lads aboubt were prompt in sulng for her favor.
It took a little time, but esrly one morning, after a year or two from
the time 6f thely arrival, there wag a guled wedding at her home, and
she sailed away with her bride groom. But they salled back again, and
for many vears have been our close and valued nelghbors, glving to
Grescent Clty several new ciltigens -- their sons and dafighters.

The news bhat came into town one morning of the shooting of one
of the cut-of-towrcitizens did nol greatly exelite us, because we were
assured that 1% was done "according to the cede." A man thought his
neishbor was too atisntive to his wife, challenged the man and himself
wes kKilled. I do not recall that thers wasd even a mentlon of punishing
the killer. We simply had a funeral and foryot about it all. Tt would
have been differsnt 1T the killed one had been a cow,

Early in 1882 father was called to take’charge of the church in ...
Palatka., and on agsistent was sent to ald in the care of the misslons,
making this his headguarters. When this new young parson came, he was .
anxious to revive the Sunday school. On the Bunday following his an- -~
nouncement that the school wae to he resurrected, the sitendance listed -
as Tollows: one parson, four teachers, one librarian, one smell boy add . -
two dogs. So after that we did not try to have any Bunday school for .. .
geveral years, after there had bsen tlme Lo grow sone children, aa

In the early part of 1883, we were lncorporated as a towm. Florle -
de has no villages, only towns and cltles, and we were obliged to have - =
a mayor, aldermen and marshal.. tne of the first acts of the town coun-
cil was to declare 1llegal the running at larse of eattle, horsee and
hogs . A pound wap built, snd when an enimal was caught running the -



. atreets, it was impounded;;the'bwner_notifiedjaﬂd,qhargédabhe dollér bn1y 
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.. 1% the animal was removed within a day . . Town : 4
_ Wi ) ¥y ontwo. . - Townspeople did n

- but quite f?equently outslde animals wangered”in;'_One ngght the7g§u§§q?9t

“was burned down, and 2. large notice, nailed to a post in front of the ‘-y;.

~ or's home conveyed the informatlon that "A word to 4 '
- yec F he wise la gur !
That frightened the ratherp timld mayor who presided over ug; bﬁt'figiente

J._lyﬁsubsided, the cattle men apparently accepting

council ordered that another pound be built. The timi
and hls succedgsor had hlas barn burned down after heigag ﬁiggg gggiigegﬁd
declided against some cattle effenders who were disdovered trving to burn .
up the sscond mpound. He had imnosed a 8light fine, so they'decided to -
?urn‘his barn lnstead of the pound. It was safe enough to'moleat a man
n those days, but beware how you interfered with cattle or hogg. : The
battle over the roaming animals continued for some vears, and then final-.
‘new. conditions. Lo

~ Theve was one féf#leydélleﬁtqﬁ'» ho vieorow o
_ _ as ¥ oex ayor who vigorcusly enforced the ore
dlnances, and kept both whitea and blacks in ordéra"'Any“trampS.th'W&ﬁa-

. dered ngo town were thoroughly searched, up. ed " 8hs '
- dered Jdnto tho Ly 8¢ s Up-ended and shaken po as to
diaco,*ﬁ%What cash they poasessed, then'fined'to»that‘amount,anafput to-

work Tor a few days cutting:down.weeds.inithe_streats.gf;This nayor was .-
very thrifty ard put all the fines in his-own_poekét.?=Afﬁerra timéf-Whéh”

aamonitlons from the council falled RukksR to change the depository of tng
fines, they threatened impeachment.  He told them to g0 Yo the hot place

and he'd be this-that-and-many-other-things L1f he'd hand 4hat money over
1o the town. What the blazes did they think he was mayor for anyway?

So they got another and mors doeile mayor. : T

Thie blazed mayor was gn alleged dootor. Also he had a éplit'ear:
vhioch was one of the little tokens Teoxas used to bedtow unpon gertain of

- of her citizens. He had had various marital experiences, and after wife

number three or four died here, her sister felt consoled becausae, she said,
her sieter had received every medical aid possgible, for the doctor had
Given her "everything in the doetor book!" '

aixdxhimexXhnatdennken hhawdaﬁwéyesupmmmnd whbhclddlyrintBhebetnilhet goad ;@ .

The town was abundantly supplied with liquor stores in that good
old time, and drunken brawls were common, especlally In Whitesville, the
negro part of town.  There wers twe supmers whnen, on Saturday afternoons
no women ventured to walk about the lower-part of the town because of the _
drunken men, some of whom occasionally rode through the sireets firing L
Dlatols right and left. BSeml~occaglionally a man rode his horse into a
gtore. On one occasion when a negro had been murdered, the justice of
the peace was told that he must "git on the corpse”™ and hold a coroner'a
Inquest. Younger brother was one of the jurors called, and he said when
the justice came in with®blz horse blanket in his hand, they asked, Hjey
pekaed what he had that Fory He replied: "I ain't moin' to sit on nc
dirty corpse and muaa up my pantgl”

In the firet part of the eighties, the Agriculturalﬁpepartment at
Washington was beginning to take very especial notice of ora@ge_cultureﬁ
and an entomclogist was gent here to study the insect enemles of citrous
treeg, the scale Insect havinm made ltgelf very harmfully numerous by
that time. Thiec work of golng about amongst clitrous trees, examining
leaves and barik with littie lengeg, and then experimenting with various
sprayve, ete., filled the natlives and gome others wlth great amusement apd
contenph. "Running all over the county Lo hunt a bug, and be paid forl
1t!"  That was o shade ioo ridiculous to them.: Byt later these acoffers
flocked tec the envomologist for help, The 1life and profit of their groYea_
were threatened by all sorts of enemies, and they were verging on dispair.
The war on clitrous enemies has steadily continued ever since,

Stake and rlder fences were the only fences used when we camei:

':-here, with an ocecaslonal rpaling fence about a house, the palings being

hdd epllit and pointed. When wire fencing was introduced, with barbed wire
at the top, it gave the men much to descuss as to which was the best pro- I
tection against cattle. That subjlect and Tertlllzers they talked of lnw . -
cegsantly untll the women protesteéd sng demanged some other subject when
they were nregent. e

o 4 that be erected
ommunlty learncd that a large hotel was to ted,
et vos Vand'ourxfeelings reached a state of prodligious
1, with two adjacent cottages, livery sta-
; Driving

there was great rejoiging,. nd
inflation. A hundred room hote _
bles and all the convenlences possible in that day and time.



and saddle horaes, carriages of. all ki . ; .
nds were brought to the stabl .
:;gemiiﬁgdiy égstalled lauﬁdresses, cooks and other servants brouggg’from
: en one gaw those grand equipages, drawn b
! vy fine hors -
?ngty i; was very thrilling; and yet they seemed out of harmony wiiintggsﬂ
gou h 0ld sandy rocads and generally crude conditions of the town. The how
el was wel% managed and consldered ons of the finedt in the state )
E?g fotterqhouae onening was a grand affalr, and a great event to_ﬁs'who
A 1ived here some yesrs. And the hotel"hops® were occasions of much
pleagure to the local people and to many Palatka regldenta. Man#'éf ?Hé
?ugsts bouunt preperty and remainﬂa here.nefmgnbntlv. S B

Alapn for the anerbaintv of earthly Jloys and pridest One.morpl?

f_&fter ‘the hotel had been punning
. 1 g Tor two years, we looked T
ngugg and 1t was notl fwo or three chifinies still . qtﬁndﬁgg the gggﬁerd
'&hat vog aiﬁd the proorietor hang ing on g barbed wire feroegzéeép NG o heap
It had guiebtly, digiitledly, completely buried down during.

. 1, ~
. uhekﬁigat.,; Be‘irU the end of the season there were no gueste, and the sore:
. vants, WhOBG GUR?*““s waﬂ on the third floor, had #o ttew cﬂh? afel? o ]

PatneP a8 J\ 2 for: Ehw-rﬂung prowr;@tor wer a+ +be effef~~”  

vegeent point,‘an& %é -Wp jmuné wan - home for bﬁwazzaat between mouﬁh;m}g“”ﬁ
of which_he ahed . teart when any one of ug appeared. After b;édhi&wu¢lfﬁ
2ll went down to 1ok a% the ruins, and again the. pronch%rm draped. thQT'
self over m barbed wirve fence.  Perhaps the barbg stimulated the: uﬁav%1ﬁfl~
ducta. He had nesd of tears, fov after the investigation Ly the lnsuw%nne.
companies it was anncunced that $he holls hed been nicely t'wmsoﬁed hc ore -
the match was aﬂnl ited., A4 a0 there was no insuranse MonEy - only & "*5

heap of asghes!  later. tnia sgme nroprletor evolved a more'ﬁrofimablw
line of flnance. He acguired a wife who posgegged an amiable dlzpes

tion and a plethnoric purse, and he bullt and succedully managed-two
large hotels in Callifornia. ~ i

And we left desolate with one emall hotel called the '"iakeside"
ancacre-of ashes and our bllighted hopes. "Penrs lak de Lo'd ain'
gtud'n Cristun City", one 2ld uricle mourned. MWhgem lak Re favor digh
vere no-couni man and don ,aﬁe nutter ‘bout de folks whal's hyere.
Pargum Willi&nﬁ” he say musg' aecn on a prayin’ Pow kin we all keep
a prayin' ober dat 01' heap o' ashes? I axes ver This same old ne~
gro was much given to public praving, ana he never faileu to ask God to
have mussy on atl 4y ehillun, in Pﬂrtic lar de asistera.” He was very
rornd of ‘de sisters," this old Pap Denjamin, excepting his wife. He wag.
mean to her, and shs reached the nolnt of niann¢ng to put him out of Bhe .
waYy . bke aaid 1o me, one 7 "Yer xnow, effen yo' po's bilin' water in
a pusgon's years, kit @Wine .111 tim, S0 one night T creeps Lo de
phove, glits ny kttile o' bl1in water an' was jes’ 'bout to wo hlt in
dat tr1f14n nigrer's "baf ann' he open he eves an' he say - "fihut vo!
doin' dar, Kittie?' an' I say 'l was jes' a killin' some chinchag.'"
Aunit Kittle was +w0wo?e& wilth nlghfmdre. Dne day she said, "I dons foun'
how ter keepn dat oJ nizhtmare oft., I jes' puts de Bible under my haid
an'! I know she ain' gwine walk plumb thoo hie."

Tampa,

Then the Jacksonville and Key West rallidoad was projected, it
wa s hard for us ko belleve thtﬂsuﬂu a thing as a railroad train could
roll through these Weods. One who hag not ewperlenced the sense of com-
p1et@ 1solation and far-aweynesse that &Lving in & ¢orest count{y 9n§
dishances from railroads and telegraph polesd engenders, can no tenlizZe
how strange, how LmﬂUbgith railroad tracks, winding along through the
pine woods sesmed.  Yelb there they were., They did nolt seem to Ybeliong
.Fa+tleg hogmg mules. »mgegg ~oBut bl endless ‘$hing of steol, this that
geemed like an sranation Trom bi& citles -~ how could it be here out in

the boumdlaqs woods, where the ptnav were w?iaﬂerlng But it, was There,
Then an engine winls *10 anlit the Llence, and a tralill clangeﬁ by on those
rails. Orie waa glad -~ Fo3, bt 10t Bl 1 glad.. It gseemed almest an

intrusion.

 Gonsidering that feeling Dby one whe was not a native, 1t is not
aifficult to understand the desd regentnent felt by the eracker peonle

who had been here for benaraﬁioas. when they saw Hankoes and out-staters
generally coming into this region, Interfering with the frsedom of their
cattle ranses and Lhelr pense of somplete possesslone. :

At the seme time that the rallroad was built, the 13ttle town of
Huntington was atarted by & lady who was a2 large owner in the rolling
stock of the railrcad, and Huntington was nade Crescent City's statlon,
although 1t was nearly three leog diatant. The railroad company was
interegted in the iittie town of Beville, twelve miles south of Grescent



¢ City, hoping and planning to make it 'a winter resort. Theré ¥
oo were not Inclined to make any real effort to run the rosd 1nt§oggezggﬁt :
.. Glty, and made absurd propoeitions for the route they must take if they
~did come in, one being that they cross the town dlagonally to get to
‘the dock on lake Crescent, This would have hawe run the road through
one corner of our home, and made similar cuts through other properties.

- It was not surprising that Ihe town was content o Wai twi’ :
atay out of town. Yet H& railircad

"“ "At about thls same time, a new little hotel was built in the
elty,” by a wild eyed lady from Cleveland, who clalmed to have brought
- eiggty thousand dollars in gold with her, this trifling sum being‘?ﬁung '
:. Bon's fortune, according to the lady's story. Whether the gold ®as in
.00 trunks, bags or what we never learned; nor were any of the willing citiw
< zens ever able to get any of it. This hotel she ecalled @rove Hall
7 and 1t exlsted here for many years. This lady had a meek and timid
~hugband whom she gstored in the cupola when he dlspleased her, and fed him
on such crumbs as fell from her table. Asked by a friend why he did
not k1ll her, hubby replied, "Oh, myou do not know my wife; she would
not allow me to do such a thing." She was gupreme at funérals, prefer.
ring the loud, vociferous kind, and was adept in producing them.

OQur funerals -~ funeral processions, that is~- in those days must -
have made the angela smile. This is written with no flippant intent.
. They were pathetic and just plain funny. There was not even the pre-
. tense of a hearse -~ just a wagon, any old wagon, sometimes draped with
‘black cloth, drawn by any old horse or flop-eared mule, often in plow
harness. The driver might have on a "biled" shirt, or a clean hickery
shirt; also he mlght have just unhitched the horse from the plow and
~hitched him up to the funeral wagon, the whole outfit coming "as is"
without benefit of brush or- socap. Trailing along behind would come a
- migcellaneogs -collectlion of wagons, buggles, phaetons, berouches, two-
.- wheeled carts, and an occasional man on& horsge or mule back. Fully a
- thied of the vehlcles were decrepit, with a wobbly wheel, a sagging top,
-~ £lapping. curtains, op some other broken down part, At the grave, the
lowering of the coffin by means of groaning, straining ropes, one of
" which usually broke, was a gruesome performance. Always some busyk
body bumped around like a bumble bee, glving orders, shoving the parson
to some other nosition, and making himself a general nulsance. Once,
one of these flAmbled into the grave and had +to be hauled out while the
pall bearers strained at the ropesg to keen from mashing the busybody
under the coffin. Pall bezrers in those days had more to do than wear
white gloves anc a X solemn.expression.

As there was no undertaker here, the owner of the saw mill kept
a stock of coffing, which he storedin the front hall of his home, He
alept occasionally in such of them as might suit his dimensions, because,
he sald, he wanted to find out which one was moat comfortable.

Pourth of July, 128!, no publiec celebration had been planned,
so the populace was invited to spend the aftermcon at our house, We
played games, chlefly croguet, and after a buffelt supper, we were all
happlly engaged in games and musle when vounger brother came in from the
pogt office{it was boat night) and dramaticslly announced, "President
(tarfied has been asgnassinatedi” BEveryone leaped to his feet to ex- _
press horror - thig gggardlegs of political affilliations. The president
ot the Unlted Sitatern zwssesinated and politicgs did not count. President
Garfield was shot on"the second of duly, but the newe did not reach '
Creascent City until two and a hall days afterward. B

That was an exciting neriod, and I remember how, nétwithstand« -
ing the gravlity of condltione, one of the big New York dallies gave - .
gpace to thie trivial items: "Mra. Garfield and Mras. MsaVeagh were geeh
wallking on the south poreh nf the White House. Both ladies wore white
and carried palm leaf fane"¥ L

There were many pollitical meetings held by both parties, byt
chiefly Democratic. We all always atiended regardless of which party . .
was orating. Semetimes they were all-~day affairs, with & hasket pienic -
held out of doors. Often a band was dbrought along and 1t was all very -
smciting and no end of fun. “‘Much eloqguence and bombasgtle oratory was . - -
cast upon the air, and the "beauty and gallantry" were urged to vote for -
the speaker and thus save the state and country from utiter ruin. The o
“beauty" did not vobte then, but they were supposed to influence the .. ...
"gallantry." lMany times I heard vach pariy bury the other in sad but
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' firm tones; but when the next campaign rolled round, each had resurrectd
;g?ed;:and;each was sav;ng_thelcountry.all;over again.g;[_ SEEERR S S e

‘A startling occurrence shocked the town one morning whem a boy wag

~almopt carried off by an old alligator. The boy wag paddling around near

the dock, when he was selzed by thie big 'gator, his leg up to the thigh
being in the beast’s mouth. The boy grasped one of the splleg and sghriake
ed for help, the 'gator stsadily pulling and jerking all the time. A negro
heard the crieg and rushed to the boy, literally pulling him from the sl

i;vlig&tor‘s Jaws. Cthers heard the outery and ran 4o the dock, very soon
oosucceeding Iin killing the ereaturs. He wasg an immense specimen; very old

and evidently having & struggle to feed himsell, go thie . nlce tender boy

‘was very appealing. That L1e the only incldent of the kind ever lknown herg

~ There were occaslonal cases of snake«<blte, bui comparatively few

'déathe resulted.  Loading a percon wilth whBeckey (redeye cr ahy other kind)

was coneidered. the one suving Pemedy at that time.  Later permanganste of

- potash packed into the wound after 1t had been bled, took the plase of .
- whiskey and wes entlirely effective..  Florlda snakes were never as nu. . .
‘merous as the public lmsgined. ' Having roamed about the pins and hammoel '

lands, waded in the lakeeg and ridden through the woods for many yesrg,l .
amg able to state that I never met but one wvenomous sneke, and he was on:
the run. Farly in my life here I overcame any horror of reptilegs-s pere

hapa from seelns a natualist friend hendle them.. Thig lack of fear may .
have dulled my powers of obseérvaitlion, but with thetone excention, only a:.
very few harmless lititle grassc snakes ever crossed my path.  Some'rattle
snakea and moccasing were killed about here, buit I know of but one dealnr -
and that victim was a dog. Rattlers very honestly let you know of ithelr
pregence, buit when they strike the ensmy, they, iike humans, stiike to kIil

There used %0 bs an interesting lizard existing here -~ legleas,

' about three feet long and besutifully colored. We had one of .these as

a pet in the family for silx or more months. Becavae of her Egyptian
markings we named her CGleopatra. She learned to know the members of the
family and we could all handle her without any slgn on her part of fesap,
but the moment a stranger came nsar, she flonped about untll she was put
on the floor where she cculd wiggle off to some hiding place. Once a
week only could we gebt her to eat, and her food was elther chicken, [lsh
or beaten egg. The latter wag glven hser from a teaspoon, and after two
or three forelble openings. of her mouth, the moment the epocn was present -~
ed to her, she opened her mouth and we poured the egg into it... A pall
of water she would slide into evidently enjoying a weekly bath. - In shap.e
she was just like a snake, but she had eyelids and vieible egrs, and her
body was one thlrd the entire length, the rest being tall. Te the hand =
she felt like 3vory, and there was a soft line on each side of the body
which showed her breathing. The lizards are sald to be the most intellie
gent of all reptiles. Certalhly Cleopatra was intelligent, and we all
mournaed when she dled.

There are, or were, large snakes belonwing to the boa consirlctor
family, but I rever saw but cne in thig reglon and that one was about
eight feet long -« guite harmless and prethiiyr murked.. Down in the
Lake Worth resion, which was an unbroker wilderness in the eighties, the
paturalist friend and his pardner came upon & large specimen -- large,
that is, Tor Florida --colled in a large,hollow atump. They were moretl _
than enxious to get the cresture, and began pulling him opt. They pulled
and pulled some more, and nre%sntly the snake began uncolliing. Sud@amly
he seemed to leap from the stid and began wravping himself so tightly
around the naturalist that thd latter lost his breath and fell to the .
ground., That sdbezed the snalke so he had o r@}gx-his hold, and ‘the man -
got free.. It Would give the presentiday nabiiea of Palm Beach a superw.
thrill 4o have a boa congbrletor wiggle up the driveway! S

In 1878 a fifty-acre tract of land Iving along lake Crescent, ad- -
jacent to the town, was bought by a young man Ffrom Nichigarn, fenced, &
portlon planted to citrous tresd, ancther section planneld for & great :
flower garden and lawns. Shortly after this purchase, ths young man wag
drowned in one of the Miehigan lakes, and the wroperty wae taken over Dy
members of his family, who carried out hilp plang, and eventually the es.
tate became the show place of Florida.  Acres of besutiful flowering
plante, many from ¥exico and the West Tndies; 1ily poola; long strezches; 
of lawn, and winding paths through the dense hammock land, mgde it a L
place of such beauty even in 1ltg waning years after tha~0ri$1n&1 owners.
had dled, that it was considered worthy to show a prgmiqenp 3] §ife and
party, traveling bthrough the state in a privete yacht. Ower.yhe iily



. pools a waterfall dripped, and above the waterfall, away up in a tree that
-.-overhung the pools, was a summerhouse half hidden among the branches, and
. from which one had a charming view of grounds and house. A partly con. . =

R cogled, winding stalrway led from back of the waterfall to the gunmmery

1f'house. Now the glory of it all 1s past and gone. The boom finighed 4%
“when 1t was ecut up into town lots., 1 - S T

o Soclety in Crescent Clty was very simple, and yet very exclusive .
~-in spots. Tn all such affairs as dances, mocial club meetings,plonics
©and simllar things Lhere was no sepgrating into cliques, the only require-
. .ment being such,gocd manners ag each individual wae capable of, consider- .
Cing his up~bring dnd envircnment. It was in the very sl affairs, such
ag dlnners and i®as at ons's home, that a sharf 1lins was'&r@wn, very'quieta
1y, &alnmost unconsclously. There were a surprising humber ¢f Wwery cultured
- Rersona in our mldsi considering the 3ize and remoteness of the place. . -
- Notable was one household to which at different times came three preeidmntséﬁ
of large colleges. The head of this household was a physician who had
- eatablished and managed the largest sanitarium in the country at that tims,
‘ 100&"[’:6& in '_01'_'16_ O‘f the midﬁ?eﬁtﬁr’nﬂ St&tﬁﬂ_-‘-_ . T TSR o -

Notwithstanding the siwmplicity of our socisal affairs there wag a -
- econsiderable formalliy practised =-- or so-1t weuld be cérdidered now, = = .-
Formal evenlng clothes were Polt to be Incongruocus, but at dancing parties
the gentlemen wore ploves, or apologized and used a handkerchief on the
hand of the enclircling arm. Froeck ceats and the regulation "lavendar"
trousers were much seen at church services, seml~occasionally a silk hat.
Ladles always wore gloves when going out, and made €ormal calls, leaving .
cards Iinvariably.. o _ ' . T
: ‘ o people S L
Ag the years went on the cracker came into our social life less and
less., Unlettered and and uncouth asg th@y were, bhey exhibited a surprlsing
degree of courtesy. One_marked instance of thelr inate courtesy occurred
when a very large party--a "German'-- was glven, and many cracker people
were gent éhe formal invitatlions with the Gsual "R.S.V.P." in the corner
of the card. In acknowledging the invitation several of the cracker
‘women had written, "Your R.S.V.P. 1lg recelved. I thank you but I cant
come.” . In contrast to this act of courtesy were g few instances of invi-
ted guests failling to in any way acknowled§e the invitation, and then calme~
iy walking into the assmmbly without trcoubling to notice the host and hos-
tess, and continuing to ignore them throughout the evening. Thege were
persong who had enjoyed many advantages; but somshow the germ of courtesy
had utierly failed tc develon.

On the night of August 3!st, 1886, we were all chatting comfortably
and watching my parrot, Perico, comb with his bill, our old cat,Nancy, Trom:
the top of her head to the tip of her tall, when Barico suddenly gave an
appalling squawk, and began fluttering on his perch In evident fright.

Then we became conaclous of a wsird, rumbling sound. Brother started ©o
the door to investiggte the sound, but he could not walk straight. Doors
began swinging, pletures swayling on the walls, the parrot incesgsantly crye.
ing "ealuck-a-luck, caluck-a~luck.R Then came & distinect crealing of beams
whilch brought full realization that we were having an earthquake. It
iasted a nunber of minutes. Though not a pleasant Torm of entertalnment,

I do not recall that we were frightened, because we gseemed to feel that
nothing serious in the line of earthguakes could happen in this part of the
gountry.

The next morning we were appalled to learn that Charleston had been
frightfully shaken with moest hoerrible regultunt diesasters. After that
when we felt more iremors we Were duly mcared. For a number of nights we
kepd slivners and o lighted lantern at the head of the astalrs so that we
could make a gulck flight if necessary. Alweya the parrot gave a warning
cry when a trener ceme. One who was in Charleston when its population
was living in terror, told of the prayer an 0ld negrc called aloud in hi_s
frights "Oh God, come down and he'p us, God. Don' sen' yo' Bon, come '
yc'ge'f, God, Diag ain' no time for boyasi"

All of eastern Florida was slishtly shaken, but nowhere in the
state wag there any serlous damage.

Ygllow fever ravaged Fernendina some time in the first half of the .
eighties, but 1t 4id not spread cutslde the city to any extent, and the R
state generally was not dlsturbed by anything further', ®¥dinary quarantine
regulations. But in 1838, Jacksonville suffered a terrible seour?e of

the diseass, and the whole stabe ¥as gppewy OUP Of 1ts usual calm,
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ﬁf“BY'that time Jacksonviii; had become the - ines |
- By _ . gateway to all Florida, nearl
all frelght coming through that city, as well as about all pasﬁénsers-y
:a.hvery town and gettlement had its guarantine regulations, and no one -

-oould leave or enter withoud a ceritified statement Trom some official.thﬁﬁ}f

the bearer had not been in an infecied Aistrict. In Jackeonville condi.
tions were terrible, for people were in a Trenzy of fright, many of them

~rushing out of the city leaving thelr homes ope nd unguarded;  pets 1eft':

“unecared for, and business paralyzed., Hundreds

hey died so fast that i+

o was dlfficult to have them properly buried. ﬁﬂﬁbera died ag much from

- +Lerror ag from the disease.

In our little town, the daily boat from Palatka wgg-nviegédfwithﬁ~ff

alarm" and requlred to leave the dock as soon as frelght was unloaded, and
_uanehurbgut in the lake. Just what protection there was in that no one was -
- ever able to fathom, especially as our health officer sper: the night own.
_ : ' 1ok ; b tvothe nlght on-
the boatl  lMHeeding to go to Palatks, where father remaine&:duringgthej: S

epldemic, T ohtained from our mayor a certificate which assured all.and -

_ w 7] .. - B R e S oo e T o
_sund;g,that, the barer had bin in ne yeller district, and please let her -
‘pasg. . Ilate in the geascn there wamesupposed to have been a Tow casdnof
- the fever in the Palatka dighrict. L D T e

. Vhen Detober came, the fever gradually diespreared, and there has
never been ancther epidemic of the "yeliow aacurge" in the state, the .o
cauges and corriers of the disease havineg been discovered.. . =~ =~ . 7

The ralilroad bridges that uged to be allowed'iniﬁhe'stéﬁéfwéféfa fff7

“erime against the public and the train worksrs. = They were-the flimsiest =~

tyne of wooden bridge, built on wooden spilles that rotted repidly.: Within
a Tew years they were unsafe, and the tralns 1literally crawled over thew
to prevent too great vibration. Why the populace and state offleials ale
lowed such a conditlion to exlisit ls gtill very puezling. Cne night a pas-
genger train that had just left Palatka crashed intc the river. The engin-
ger was killed and many others seriougly injiured. Then & proper bridge '
was bullt there, bubt some time later § was on a train nearing Sanford (ihis
was in '92) when the movemeni of ithe train as 1t was cresalng the bridge
over the 5t. John's river was oo slow as to be hardly perceptible, be-
cause the bridge was so flimsy. Not long afterward, a itrain went into the
river there. - Now our bridges throughout the state are as Tine ag in any
other part of the countiry. :

i

The roadbeds went through a similar course of development, and & -
it is only withinaéomparatively short time that they have been properly
ballasted. 1t Beemed %0 be necegsgary that many acclidents and losgses of
1ife and properiy itake place to convince the rallroad people that rail-
road beds and brldges rogulred ithe esame sirength and durabllity in Florida
as in other states. :

A gllghtly wusual mode of travel was adopted by a minister who
came here to take charge of the church and mlisslons. He came from Mig-
gouri, accompanied by hils little son, a Jersesy cow, a large group of chick-
eng, and the family Turniture. It had been a long, slow journey in &
freight car, so when they reached the Urescent Clity station they presented
a decidedly woeary and rumpled anpesrance -- excepling the cow. With much
dignity she ambled slowly, nlacidly off the car, glancing indifferently
about, and then she saild a long "Hoo-00,"expressing,lf ever creature did
oxpress anything, great disgust and contempt for what she saw. Inpro-
tegtingly she followed the vehlcle whish conveyed the minister, boy and
chickens, and ny father, who had gone to meet them, to our home for a
brief stay. Qulte unpuriturbed, she ascepted the rather brief quabters we
were able to offer her, and gave us generousiy of her most excellent mllk
a8 long as she remalned our guest. The yest of the minister's family soon .
arrived, and shortly after found a pleasant home, whére the young folks
grew 40 maiturity, and weyre married hers. : _

romance but became a tragedy, happened to

What might have bheen =Nalels : _ 3
ing from a combination of careless cour- .
S8 8

a
one of our leading cltizens, resulti
tesy and a desligning nparent. A vile
winter nere, making the acgualinbkance of ailli the towhs people; but the
citizen referred to above gaincd ithe esnecial favor of Manma. ‘In the eprig
busineas required hig presence in o northern ¢ity, whereupon Hams sent her
daughter to the same city to vislt friends. Soon Mama wrote Citlzen dsk-
ing 1f he would inform her when he wag leaving Tor the est. In case their
dates of departure coincided, would he oblect Lo having Paughter on the ) .
game train with him, as Mama feared Lo have go youny o girdi dtravel alone.

ant young girl and her mama spent bhe -
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' He cou._sously repl. | that it would be a pleas 2 to him to'wé of any
“use possible, and gavé'theﬁdate;of-hiﬁ?1ntendedfdeparture;j-*Gitizen;shdﬁe

. the ordinary courtesies to the young lady on the traln, escorted her off
vthe car at their destination,-where{ehe“wasgmet,byZMamasg,j;That ag he sup
poged wad the end of it.. ° Shortly, however, he_receiveﬁ_ahrequestjto. -

" eall at the mother's home.  Upon his arpivel he wae asked in mysterious’
Lo manner {8 @ERe $to come Lo Mama's sanctum, and there Mama divulged in se.

. pulehral tones, that hls traveling all that dlsztance wlth her unchaperoned
daughter was ruining the daughter's good name. The only atonement pos.- -
glble wag for him to marry daughter. This wag a thunderbolt out of the
~'blue.  Consternation, amazement, wrath surged through him. It wag bew
Cnumbing, revolting. But he was a gentleman and. lacklng the intultive
~oosense to preglire that 1t all was a well planned heldup., = Within a few = -
~weeks the engagenent. was announced, the wedding date get for the Ffollow~

dng June. Citizen returned to his home here aowearied, worried man.

- When the Chrisimas soason should arrive, he was scheduled to gnend 1%
~wlith his flanced. Realizing from his drab appearance .and apparent muzzy.

" minded condition that he'waszextremelyuunhappy,;his{family[u?ged-sins*sﬂ

o oted - thatgha.break-théQengaaemant;-andihe~nr0mised:to:dafsb;,w~thwaauﬁﬁéq
- gecond day-afterfﬁhriStmas-that-the“family'picked'upTa'newsﬁaper;anthhére’
read the-noticajaf?Gitizen‘sgmarriage,tc:Daughter_atjsix AM. Christmes
Day at a certain.nam@d.churéh;fﬁ:Taﬁar'théfhaatily'00rralled;bestfmanztolé3
that the bridegroom was so discomposed;that,he_Startedtup,the:aislefwear»"
ing his heavy rubber storm coat,; which the best nan haghily dragged off
his charge. ST : o e T

Presently the newly-weds arrived in Crescent City, the arrival -
mdde to appear as Joyous ag possible by the mourning family. - The world
wagged along, and thig couﬁle wagged along with 1t, always chaperoned awd .-

P ~ Pa o 4] - # £ - B
AOETR B o Yol e 51 R o iR, T3E Fhat To hanahion fas, deyeloring that
ter for a visit -~ her sigter, cutwardly salntly with thoughtsg and feelings
soaring above and beyond this world, but Inwardly a cauldry of deviltry.

- Mama found her very helnful., After some yearg Citizen's health began to

gil; then he was _confined to hig bed. No one of his familg washlloyed
0 see him alone, for there were proverty interests Mama and Daughter did

not care to have digcussed and rosalibly changed from their dietations.
Then one morning the commumibygwas. shocked to hear that he had died in the

7 night, that a casket had been ushed to the house, the body laid therein

and immediately carried to the railrosd station and shipped North., ALl
%hls without benefit of doctor, relative or friend. The community was
wrathfully aroused, suggested murder, and vituperated at length; but
nothing could be done. It was too late, and Citizen was gone -~ & clog-
ed chapter. EE

_ For gome.time father and the brothers owned orangé grove propem.
Ly, and brothers did some truck gardening. Strawberry raising promised

a golden return the first year they tried it. One dollar per box wag tis -
profit. <4t seemed that the family fortune was about to be made. It had
been 50 simple and eagy to ralse and ship those two or three hundred
quarts. o the next year they started in blithely for a large crop of
frult; bui legicns of ingect snemies appeared taking such tremendous toll
of the ecrop that strawberry ralsing was reiegated to the incidentals of
gardening. This was in the elghties, before the successful war on in-
sect enemles had been fought. the flght is still on, and promlses to

g0 on forever, but 1t keeps the enemy at bay.

In the Haw Creelt region, about fifteen miles southeast of town,
ls a wonderful sirlp of prairie land -« black clay soll, as rich as the
bottom lands of the middls Vest. Here it was bhat brothers and a part-.
ner developed a fine truck garden and ciirous grove. To pulla plow
through that hesvy land required thres mules. A most unusual thing in
gandy ¥lorida. Thig prairie grew fine grass and for uncounted years had
been usged by the cattle men for a summer grazing place. When a large
tract was put under fence, they were wrathfully displeased..  The tract
under fence had been bought from the government by_Williama and Hubbard.
Ihe catile men had never cwned a foot of 1, but that made no sli§htest _
difference in thelr resentment.  Cutwardly friendly, they watched eagers ..
ly for some happening that might be used as an_excuse ?or-an gct_qf re-
vénge, or retallatlon, for what they consldered an infringement of-ﬁheir
rights. B : | e

rters for the negro workers had been built; also-living'quar-,;ng
ters foggiy brothers, and g large two-story barn, the latter houslng six_;_ﬁ
- or eight mules, trucks and implements of all kinde for the farm%ng tha%
wag carried on. One dayg a hog burrowed in under the fence and one o



" the negroes diéédﬁered;and'Sﬁof iﬁ, withbutiW&iﬂihéftéf&@ﬁéﬁl£ thé?bdéée£f 

... Here was the excuse. . That nlght the blg barn was set on fire. Fortu.
~nately one of the workers discovered the blaze in time, by calling out

f; jthe others and my brothers, to save the muleg and gome of the larger ime
" plements. Foofprints were traced to a cracker home, but no positive eve

 ldence could be found of the guilty pavrty or vartiss, - The fine large -
barn wag replaced by & long, low building made chlefly of corrugated irom-

roofing ~- very ugly looking, bul safe. .

o Through 1t all the cracker men appeared to be perfectly friendly,
© "Resulting from younger brother's proneness to advise remedies when anyone
.. complained of aches and pains, this geeming friendliness develonped inion
“ealls upon brother to go to their homes When:ther@ waa.1l1naasg to_hand
~out advice as to remedies. . One night a man rushed in to beg brother Lo
20 to his heuse because hlg wife was "havin' a baby and was. powerful wesk
- .an’ gufferin'." Brpther resitated, but flnally went and was sble to give
oo the poor woman something to eage her paln;  bub she died. Thereafter,
. brother was lees generous with his advice and avolded obatetrignl casmes.
When.W&shinmtonmdisquered;that;camhﬁbﬁ”was*neédedﬂbyfthefgdvérnégf“
ment for use in gunpowder, Willlams zed Hubbard received private informae
~tlon of the fact.. Camphor treeg had been grown in. this region merely as
oornomental trees;  bubt immediately after thls information was veseived, a
sdarge aereage of the prairie was set to camphor, Here indeed wag a fore -
tune awaltling them.  No public announcement had as yet been made by =
Washinton, so this planting was well ahead of any other. . Enthusiastiocale
1y the trees were tended, distlillations made from the bark to learn cere
tainly if the right olavffit was there, and they dreamed dreams of untoid =
wealth.  Later on, & large tract of land not far from town waeg get o
camphor trees by the government. But the government tract was not as .. .
fine goll as the prairie land, so the nralrie product was gure to get in .
while price and demand were big, How the ducalts rolled in! -~ in imagle
nation. How to spend them all was the great question. . Dreams, idle
dreama! Before the ducate had time to even filter in, it was discovered
that Japan, or some cther eagtern country, could supply unlimited guaniis
tlea of the element needed for a less price thah it cost to just grow the
camphor trees in this country. Just another bubble burst -- 8o on to
the next. R : R

- The Burtcn House (later the Turner House), a boarding house , ..

was bullt in the niddle elghties by a Mr. and Wrs. Burton from England.
An elderly man and extremely relisious, ¥r. Burton kept close watch upon -
the acts of his fellow cliitizens, and noted in a large book such golnge on
as he felt the Angel Gabriel would wish to knég about and keep a record of.
Hr. Burton had lived in Africa, running a sawmill there, and incidentally
preaching to the natives and abttempiing to convert them to hisg style of
religiom with, we were led to belleve, & modicum of success; but the
Jumber buglinese wag very successful. It was , perhaps, this sortie into
the migsionary fleld that developed in him a feeling of responsgibility to
note the sins of his helghboras. Cgrtain it is that he kept a sharp eye
on all of what he congldered our mipdofngse, and what he falled to ses,
Mys. Burton discovered. It has been a matter of consldersble curiocsity
a8 to what becane of that boock of records, for no one saw it after ir,
Burton went te his final reward. Perhaps he carried it alon% 1ntending

$to present 1t to St. Peter, or whoever 1t is who looks after such thipgs E

Because of his consern over our iniguities, he wae first dubbed "Yather® :
Burton, which changed to Pa Burton as time wenit on, Mrs. Burion being
ba Burton. Mr. Burton had a sivle in trouserg that was qulte unique
and caused a negro to say: "When yo' looks at’ Mr. Pa Burtoen yo' jJes' g
cain' tell whicher way he gwine leas'n yo' look at he feets." These -
trousers were veluminous, gmathered Tore and aft at the walist. o SRR

- Mpe. Burton was an active and voluable member of the Presbyte~ ..
rian church, heard frequently in earnest supplicatiocn to ihe Almighty for -
forgiveness of his eorring bretheren and. sisters. Came a time, however, -
when there was a batltle with the elders on a question of veracity me i
and Pa Bubton was no longer a member of the Presbyterian church. - They .
came over to the Episcopal church after that, where they continued to .
worship {alas, 1t had to be in silence) unbil onffunday when a gifted vi-
olinist played obligatos and one beautiful golo. They never entered the -
church again.  The Devil himself is in the flddle, and bring 1t into the..
house of Godl Such a monstrous insult to the Almighty was not to be i
countenanced by them, - Yot when a trusting old negro woman, who had . -
saved enough of her hard earned cagh to buy & half interest In a bit of

:[ property in partnerehlp with another negro, and entrusted the making out

" of the papers to Pa Burion, the latter was not tceserupulous to~connivalvg



T T e
;with'the,négfqfmangto”qhéat[heffout bf-heﬁfﬁofﬁi¢ﬁj¢fnthéﬁhfdﬁégtf-Byjkgﬁi
~ falling to have her name WX appear in the deed. . The Almighty must have -
felt honored by such an act.. S L e T

One brave and géllant*gentleman,uwho owned'a-charming_hoﬁe énde; “

. orange grove just oubt of town, ventured te bring his beautiful bride here
~immedlately after a long honeymoon trip in Burcpe.  The bride was from -

' Ehe British Tsles, and had never experlenced a raw, crude .country such ag
~ ¥lorida was in those adolescent days of ths not too gay elghties. — They
~were to have been proverly met at the Huntington station, but were not. -

'”3,:When'they.alighted from the traln, the bride saW'her_elegantyluggage"tassm

~‘ed out on the sandy, shakey platform. ' There was no vehicle in sighti

" In fact there wag nothing in ‘sight but sand, pine treey and an: old negro,
o Agked. about a carriags;tc3canveymthem,to-Grescent_City,3thernegr¢wgaidg&;tﬁ

7" she ain' gwine hire hit out.” . Had ghe known of their predicament, the

- "Dey ain' no trangno'tatlion hvar bouts cep'n de mistis lady's, an! I kno
'r"m;sﬁia'lady"awauld:gl@dlyfhéve~given}them;tha'use:éf,herpcaﬂﬁiagegg~Bmﬁgff
oot wae not_nleasant]to.ask.favorsgfsegthé-gentleman;finally:du@*uﬁ:a_-A:*g

~once-white napy and a vehicle that wabbled along, threatening to drop one

o of itsg wheels at every hump in the deep sandy road.  The bride was seated

beglde the driver, the Zrunks and bags riled in the back, and ancnget the
baggage were stowed the bride groom and a disgruntled cook who had been
picked up in Jacksonville. . - At long last they reached the hotel and

ere enthusiagileally recelved by the garrulcusg and somewhat dowdy lar
Yady, who assurced tﬁgm tha%-sie-%ad regerved ﬁheagrigal cﬁﬁmbeg-j%s%g§gry

Tthem, and led them trlumphantly to. that grand apartment.  Poor 1ittle
bride! She must have longed for her Britlsh home. . The room was quite =
ghabby, ‘stuffy, and filled shth the combined aromas of roaches, rats and
former occupants. The only thing that might have suggested the entitlew

- ment of "bridal chamber" was some very mature, slightly grayish lace cur-
~taing that had been draped over the mosgulto net that hung over the bed.
The mogqultoes were there;  also, those other pllgrims of the night -- the

il

bed bugs.  Surely that bride groom had need to be brave.

When the business nart of Palatka burned down one day 1n the elghtie
‘one of our near-by citizens became the hero of the occasion. He was gen-
- erally known as Uranville and was usually costumed in Nature's robe from
o the walst up; - bub in hls-case Hature's robe was a generous one for he wasg '

©. posgedced of a heavy coat of hair. Happening to be in Palatka when the

two large hotels and much of the business portion of the town went up in.
flamesg, Granville walked into blazing buildings that no other man could
aven go near because of the heat, and-saved many valuable things, coming
out unsgcathed although he seemed to walk throu$h flames.  The onlookers -
gaid he had no need to fear heil. . Granville's wife was too dominating
he thought, and he asked the advice of a friend as to what he could do.
The friend jokingly said, "@ive her a beating."  But he took it seriously
and proceeded to try Lt out, with the result that wife threw all the pobs
and kettleg at him, then chased him lnto & near-by lake where he drowned.
Hot long after, wife was driving a horse and cart, the horse balked and
backed Into the lake, drowning the wife and 1ltself. It 1s said that her
ghost ofiten appeared calling aloud for Granville, but Granville seemed not
Lo come. ..

late in the eightles, Ma Burteon conceived the idea of placing a
congplecuous sign at the rallrcad station, and building a board walk from
“the Burton House to ihe doeck on Lake Btella from which the "Gondola' sail-
ed to meet the itralns, By this time Crescent Uity had its own station
about two miles gouthwest of town, and this small boat went from Lake 8telew:
- 1la through a tlny canal Into another lake near which stood the station,. '
There had never bheen anything in the way of a gign at the station save o
the very inconspicucus one placed there by the railroad. Mrs. Burton ap-- -
pealed to the citlzens for money to pay for a good sign and the sidewalk.
A very good walk was bullt and at the atatlon appeared this slgn: .
' 2 Mileg to '

. CRBESCENT CITY =
A BEAUTIFUL LOCATION,
.~ ._Beneath the gign was a muckj;'marshyVmess;*where always there were
hogs wallowing and grintlng.. . Travelers on the traing were highly enterf;;

5gftained with the "besutlful location” and the wallowingm pilgs, not seeing
st all the "2 Hiles to." S



'"”iher plan belng for a temporary organization. . But the majorlty decided

S Mra. Burton s efforts resulted g0 sat*slactorlly that she decided to'?
jcall tomether , at ithe Burton- “ouqe, all the ladies in the town whom ghe
.could interest, for the purnose of organizing. for Turther improvements, -

“upon & permanent organlzation pabterned after the Green Cove Springs

V1illage Improvement Assouciatlon. Thus &t was that the Crescent LCivy U¢l§rﬂ
- lage Improvemrnt Agsoclatlion began, and developed. into an important part

" .of the town's life and PrOSZTEns., Tmmediately we began workling on the

'-'doing the things that the male town council wag supposged to do, did not

~streets, having all bip weeds grubbed cut. When that was finished, the
~making of shell roads and sldewalks began.  The old Potter House ashos.3
- were used ad a foundatlon, this Delng surfaced with shell taken from the
‘Indlan and natural shell mourds found in spots wjong the shore of the
~large lake, all of thls being erushed by a heavy horse- drawn reller owned
“by the town., Phe town councli allowed us ihe use of the marshal ?or shiros
- days. in the week, and we had contributions of labor, horses and cavis, ond .
oo Aome. sash.  Suppers, theatrlcal: po"*ﬁrmqrcea zud entertaﬁnme N hﬁ‘V&P'u g
| kinds added to tho exchequsr. . - | - g

‘ V. erv soon ‘we vaal¢&ed the nﬂ&"q of ‘5 building i1 h0¥4 41' g
Vmeetings an@gﬁn?aptaianHDS, and promntlj dP?aﬁb@d Tor the murbnuJa*af T
lot on the little businesd: street,.. The former: T.ibrary. ALasociati oY, aetive
in the Puut@w'-ou”n days, sbtlll: Gwneu 1ts b"lddlﬂb which' stoog_on loaned

~ property.  When we snnounced. our intention of wubting up a "Hall"[ the
~tdbrary Agen. pregented us with ita. hullding and gevendy-five aailars Teft

J’l'l

in ite treasury. his was a preat al and -immedlately we had the- buildw_
- ing hauled up Lo our lot, a distance oP four or more blocka having ‘te be '
- eovered., After adding uwo wings we. Were finely eguipped for worik, .  The -
building was named the "V, T4, H&il and 1t became the centra.of all ms—;-ﬁ
cial anf civic afflalirs, and so gon nuod for very nany years. =1 e Aggos

ciatlon was formed in January 1890, Incorporated in the snring and the
al? wag completed bv he epd-of GURIeT . :

_ A 1ittle cemeterv that had been started and left withovt Urovismnn
for-1tg care was adopted by the V.IL.A. as one of ltg responsibilities. _
- 'The fine trees in many of the streets had gone untrimmed for most of" thelr
1ives, 8o that the branches hung mangerouslv 1ov.;_Theae we tr%mmed an
Z;'madc afe an& beiui1¥u1 : : : o

3 In those fivst vearq ot the existenca of the V.T.A.- we uared not-_ _
Luge” the word club. - Womends elubs were frowned Upon by the trousered’ eiti-
- gens as masculine ~~ that 1g, ag aping. nasculine things,.  That we were

'5yaeem to reglster ag an atienpt al mageulinity. One outb- of town young mdm_j_
used to amuse himgelf by slnging, when he passed the mayor's porch where
cervaln of the male clitlzens were wont to loal:

When the V.I.A., begins to work,

The men are free from care.

They slt and gmab on the mayor's porch
While the V.I.A. gets there,

That was Just a blt of fun. The men gave us loyal support, and
we all enjoyed the work we dld. It gave us a pleasant change from ‘the
humdrum ¢f household cares and work. _ S

Wo had no fire company until well into this century, but we had

many fires. A bucket brlgade wan the only means of defense. The usual
procedure was to carry out from fuo burning building all that could be :
taken out, and then ithrow water on the aearbg bhlldings. In one instancets
the barrsl contalning the kitchen dish water wasg the sole source of water
supnply, but it saved a coaflapgrstion. Yonderful indeed were the costumes
goen at the night Tires, of which there were many. For men, -a night o
shirt and shoes wasz congidered quite gufficlent. If by ¢hance a hat aﬁd e
troussrs were added, the wearer was howled at asg. adude fTireman." C
The women (for we all went %0 & fire), slilpperg, a night gown and a bed
spread draped over the shoulders was albtogether the proper array. One ..
lady did no® walit for the bed spread,; bul racsed along the streets-dn: slim-x
pors and what looked like a pillew glip, yelling "Fire! Firei" - That ery .-
was owr only mesns of gounding arn alarm. uow@*iu, §.a gun was fired. rapidw'
iy, Those night calle were terrifying indeed. . Ong nigh+ geven or more:
bu11dia&a burned to the ground. T well remember thet night when brother

arme in late, calling out "Wale B, nm]P up everybody. The bown is burnhe
in& up."  And 1% t@@k vallent work on the part of the men to siop the firve:
before the eighth building caught, which was the sma l ﬁDGL office builain@

The season of 1004~G5 began dellrndfullvﬂ WLtz mo deraualy,qoolﬂ
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# building and seventy-five dollars left in its treasury. This was a great aid,
and immediately we had the building hauled up to our lot, a distance of four or
more blocks having to be covered. After adding two wings we were finely equipped
for work. The building was named the "V.I.A. Hall,” and it became the centre

of all sociﬁafand civic affairs, and so continued for very many years. The Asso-
ciation was formed in January 1890, incorporated in the spring, and the Hall was
completed by the end of summer,

A little cemetery that had been started and left without provision for its care
was adopted by the V. I. A. as one of its respongibilities. The fine trees in
many of the streets had gone untrimmed for most of their lives, so that the branches
hung dangerously low. These were trimmed and made safe and beautiful.

In those first years of the existence of the V. I. A, we dared not use the word
club. Women's clubs were frowned upon by the trousered citizens as masculine--
that is, as aping masculine things. That we were doing the things that the male
town council was supposed to do, did not seem to register as an attempt at mas-
culinity. One out-of-town young man used to amuse himself by singing, when he
passed the mayor's porch where certain of the male citizens were wont to loaf:

When the V.I.A. begins to work,

The men are free from care.

They sit and gab on the mayor's porch
While the V.I. A. gets there.

That was just a bit of fun. The men gave us loyal support, and we all enjoyed
the work we did. It gave us a pleasant change from the humdrum of household cares
and work.

We had:.no fire company until well into this century, but we had many fires.
A bucket brigade was the only means of defense. The usual procedure was to carry
out from the burning building all that could be taken out, and then throw water
on the nearby buildings. In one instance the barrel containing the kitchen dish
water was the sole source of water supply, but it saved a conflagration. Wonderful
indeed were the costumes seen at the night fires, of which there were many. For
men, a night shirt and shoes was considered quite sufficilent. If by chance a hat
and trousers were added, the wearer was howled at as a "dude fireman." The women
(for we all went to a fire), slippers, a night gown and a bed spread draped over
the shoulders was altogether the proper array. One lady did not wait for the bed
spread, but raced along the streets in sloppers and what looked like a pillow slip,
yelling "Fire! Fire®? That cry was our only means of sounding an alarm. Sometimes
a gun was fired rapidly. Those night calls were terrifying indeed. Omne night
seven or more buildings burned to the ground. I well remember that night when
brother came in late, calling out '"Wake up. wake up everybody. The town is burning
up." And it took valient[sic] work on the part of the men to stop the fire before
the eighth buildigscaught, which was the small post office building.

The season of 1894-95 began delightfully, with moderately cool temperatures,
orange trees loaded with fruit and everyone who owned a citrous[sic] grove feeling
sure of a good income for the rest of his life. On December 30th the temperature
went down. For four days the minimum ran 17°, 19° 22° 30°, The population almost
stopped breathing. However, because there had been cool enough weather for several
weeks to keep the trees fairly dormant, they were not so seriously hurt as was
feared. After about two weeks had passed, the temperature became pleasantly wayy
leaves dropped off the orange tress, and soon young growth came out and a completé
recovery seemed certain. Five weeks after the cold in December and January, the
young growth was fully six inches long. That was on February 6th. The morning
of February 7th, the temperature had dropped to 16°. It was below 20° for two
more mornings, and did not rise higher that 33° at any time during those three
days. On the fourth morning it was still below the freezing point.

All citrous[sic] trees throughout the state were killed to the ground. It was
a desloated country. Many people left their properties and homes, returning to the
states from which they had come. Florida was paralysed. 1In this, as in all citrous
sections, the very foundations of living seemed utterly gone. The people were
stunned. Where an assured living seemed theirs, there was nothing--nothing but
the land and dead tree stumps. The pessimist said Florida was ruined. Tourists
--ph, ves, there would always be tourists regardless, of weather; but as a citrous
country it was done for.

In January 1896, father, younger sister and I returned from the state of Wash-
ington, where we had sojourned for some time. We left a green country--the western
part of the state where the fir trees and the grass were beautifully green. We
arrived in Florida on a gray day, the trees were leafless and draped with gray moss;
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22 the St. Johns's river reflected the gray clouds. On either side of the train, gray
looking weeds. were rampant in a grayish sand. Only the busy pines were green.

The country looked as if it had been swept by a great fire. The people were

subdued in manner and seemed quite grave. They were making a brayé fight to exist

and rehabilitate their groves. They were learning to raise vegetables as they had

never done before. And they were learning to keep a cow well fed so that she

gave excellent milk. They were learning a great many things forced to it by dire

necessity. Learning that, given proper and intelligent care, almost every kind . of

fruit and vegetable that grows could be produced in the state.

And still there were pessimists who declared that Florida would never "come
back". Since that time there have been four "freezes," but none so severe as
that of '94-'95, and Florida has come back.

One wonders what those pessimist would say now, for as I write on this February
day 1938, I am sitting beside open windows and from those windows I see beautiful
ciptrous trees, laden with their golden fruit. The air is heavy with the fragrance
of orange blossoms, and the birds are flitting and trilling in the trees. It is
one of those glistening days when all the troubles and hardships of life are veiled,

and just to exist seems like a lovely dream come true, In fact like my child
idea of what all life would be in Florida

As T call to mind those days, nearly sixty-two years ago, when we came as pioneers
to a sparsely settled and insecessible country, it seems inconceivable that we
ever lived through# ye#zRs of hardship and isolation, for now, gazing from the
windows of the same house my father built under such difficulties, I see hundreds
of cars from every state in the Union passing daily, on a well paved road. Per-
haps some left New York only two days ago, and they will reach Miami by night.

Progress and the passing years have made of our little town a lovely, flourishing
and acessible haven for winter tourist,

Across the street, I see the little church my father built. He, my mother,
brothers, and sister rest in the little cemetery adjoining the church lot. The
years pass on. The new generation enjoy the fruits of the pioneer labors, and
tourists the healthful ard beautiful qualities of our climate and town; while
we of the pioneer generation enjoy the memories of those happy, 1f strenous years.



